
VESICAL (/aLCULUS, SUPRAPUBIC 
/LITHOTOMY. 

VBy 
D. JOHN, M.B.. 

ASST. SURGN., 

Subdivl. Medl. Officer, Ellichpur, C. P. 

Somuthy, H. F., Child, cet. 7 years, was 

brought to the Ellichpur City Dispensary on 

the 19th of March with a history of painful 
micturition for 2 years. Enquiry showed the 

presence of symptoms of vesical calculus. The 
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bladder was sounded which revealed the ex- 

istence of a stone in it. Advised operation. 
The girl was admitted into the same hospital 

on the 25th of March. 

Suprapubic lithotomy was performed by me 
on the 28th at 12 A.M. The bladder incision 

was closed by sutures. The abdominal incision 
was also closed except at the lower'end where 
a wick of gauze was passed down to the bladder 
for draining any urine that might escape through 
hard the incision in the bladder. 
The stone that was removed weighed 90 

(ninety) grains, and was an inch in diameter 
cryst dline spicules on the surface. 

88th March.?4 P.M. Urine drawn off by a 

soft catheter and the catheter 
tied in, and arrangement made 
to drain the bladder. 

7-30 P.M., 11 P.M. Passed urine 
in bed iftmnd the catheter 
which wai not working. 

Temp. 7-SO p.m., 100?. 
11 p.m., 1006-?. 

89th March.?3 a.m., 7 am., 9 a.m., 3 p.m. 

Passed urine round the cathe- 

ter. 
5-30 p.m. I visited the patient 

and found that the catheter 
was blocked up, so I removed 
it. Dressings were changed, 
no smell of urine in the dress- 

ings, no provision made to 
drain the bladder. 

Temp. 7 a.m., 99?. 
6 p.m. 98-4?. 

30th March.?7-30 a.m., 3 p.m. Passed urine 

freely. Dressings changed in 
the evening, no smell of urine 
in the dressings. 

31st March.?6-30 a.m., 3-30 p.m. Passed 
urine freely. 

1st April.?9 A.M., 5 p.m. Passed urine freely. 
Dressings changed in the even- 
ing. 

Made an uninterrupted recovery and was dis- 
charged on the 13th April with the wound 

perfectly healed. 
Grounds for the Suprapubic Operation :? 

1. Lithotrite not available. 
2. Age of the patient?the bladder being 

more abdominal in children. 
3. Sex?Female. 

Note.?If the bladder is efficiently closed, it 
will empty itself automatical]}7 before it is dis- 
tended to a degree that will interfere with the 

healing of the bladder incision, the heightened 
irritability being the determining factor. Jt is 

specially remarkable that the bladder emptied 
itself regularly every 4 hours during the first, 24 
hours in this case. It would appear that 
provision for draining the bladder was unneces- 

sary in a healthy subject. 
The warm weather undoubtedly helped by 

lessening the urinary secretion. 


