
THE INDIAN MEDICAL GAZETTE, JUNE 1 885. 

ENORMOUS ELEPHANTOID GROWTH. 

1 Viewed from above. 

2 ,, ,, 
below. 

Lithographed at the Survey of India Offices, Calcutta, May 1885. 
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MEDICAL COLLEGE HOSPITAL, CALCUTTA. 

ENORMOUS ELEPHANTOID GROWTH OP LEG- 
AMPUTATION OF LOWER EXTREMITY 

THROUGH THE CONDYLES OF 
THE FEMUR. 

Br Dr. J. O'Brien, M.A., 
Second Surgeon to the Hospital. 

Kirti, a Hindu, age 35, was admitted into 
the Medical College Hospital for enormous 

elepliautoid hypertrophy of the left leg. The 

patient states that his troubles began some 12 

years ago, with a swelling of the glands in the 

groin, accompanied by fever. From this time for- 
wards he suffered repeatedly from short attacks 
of fever. He soon began to perceive a swell- 

ing and general increase iu size in the lower 
third of the leg and in the foot. This went on 

gradually increasing until it attained its present 
enormous size. 
The growth is of gigantic dimensions, and bv 

its weight regularly chains the patient to the 

ground. It consists of three large and several 
smaller lobes springing from the dorsum of the 
foot. The outgrowth of these lobes complete- 
ly conceals the foot. The leg is also much 
thickened as far as the knee. Iu the accom- 

panying lithograph from a drawing by Babu 
Hurrish Chunder Khan, the appearance of the 

leg and tumour is well represented. 
As the patient was in other respects a fairly 

healthy man, and as his life was made useless 
and miserable by the weight, pain, and general 
discomfort of the enormous growth upon his leg, 
it was resolved to remove the limb by amputa- 
tion above the knee. Accordingly, on 18th 

April, amputation by Garden's method, through 
the condyles of the femur, was performed. 
A long anterior flap of healthy skill was obtain- 
ed from the front of the knee. 
The progress of the case, so far, has been 

satisfactory in every respect, aud it is expected 
that the patient will be restored to a life of 
usefulness and activity now that he has beeu 
freed from the ffijrantic encumbrance of his 

hypertrophied leg. 
11 th May.?The patient has now recovered 

with a very perfect aud useful stump. The line 

of cicatrix is well at the back, leaving a 

cushion of tough skin from the front of the 

knee to cover the lowermost part ot the limb, 
which rests on the artificial leg. There is not 

the slightest sign of a return ot the elephantoid 
disease on the flap3 or in the thigh generally. 
The glands in the groin are small and healthy, 
and the patient himself being freed from the 
encumbrance of the^ monster growth, has im- 
proved remarkably in health and spirits. He 
will be discharged from hospital iu a few days. 


