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Continued from Vol. XXIV, page 304. 
No. 17 Stereospermum suaveolens (DC). 

N. O. Bignoniacese. 
Ident. DC. Prodrom, Vol. IX p. 311. 
Syn. Tecoma suaveolens. 

Eng. Bijinoniacese do. (Roxb.). 
Wight's Icones 1342. 

Ref. Boxb. Flora Indica Rep., 493. 
Drury's Indian Flora, Vol. II, p.280. 
Vern. Mathana Kamapoo marain ... Tamil. 

Palala ... ... Sanskrit. 
Paral ..? .. Hind. 

A middle-sized tree, a native of Bengal and 
of the southern parts of the Coromandel Coast, 
flowering during the hot season ; leaves pinnate, 
leaflets three pairs, oval, serrulate; terminal thin 
first division brachiate, corolla woolly siliqua 
cyliudric. Dr. Ainslie mentions the flowers 
and capsules being obtained from a tree grow- 
ing at Tranquebar. 
The flowers are made use of in native medi- 

cine. They are narcotic and astringent in their 
action. The native practitioners employ them in 
the preparation of confections, chiefly consisting 
of astringent seeds as a sexual stimulant,; the 

flower also is taken by itself in small quantity by 
boiling it with two pints of milk boiled down 
to a pint, straiued, and taken with sugarcandy 
and immature date fruit before bed-time at night. 
The flowers further enter into an astringent 

powder in combination with other drugs given 
in cases of chronic diarrhoea. The following is 
the formula for the powder :? 

Stereospermum suaveolens flower ? Kamapoo, 
Tamil. 

Cuminum cyminum?Seeragam. 
Glycyrrhiza radix?Athemathoora nair. 
Nigel la sativa?Karoong-Seeragura. 
Anethum graveolens Sathacoopay. 
Laurus Cinnamomum?Karuvapattay. 
Coriandrum sativum?Kothanudle... oz. viiSiv 

Sugar?Sacharura ... 0Z- xv 

Sugarcandy?Kalcandoo ... 0Zi xv 

The drugs to be powdered separately and mix- 
ed, and add Patcliaicurpoorum, Borneo camphor, 
half a drachm. Dose, half a drachm twice a day. 
Two kinds of Kamapoo of dried flowers are 

sold in medicinal bazars?the one is Stereosper- 
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mum suaveolens, and the other the male bracts 
of Cycas circinalis of the natural order of 

Cycadaceae. Both of them are employed for con- 
fections ; if one is not to be had, the other is sub- 
stituted as a sexual stimulant. I submitted 
them to Dr. Hooper, F.C.S., Ootacamund, for 
chemical analysis, and he observes that "I have 
been also testing your flowers (Kamapoo). 
They both contain wax, gum, and sugar with 
110 prominently active property." It is evident 
that the flowers from experience have been 
known to possess narcotic and astringent pro- 
perties, and with that intention they are em- 
ployed in medicine. They are also said to in- 
toxicate bees that extract honey from them. 
No. 18 Dceraia extensa(Be). 

N. 0. Asclepiadiice89. 
Ident. Wight's Contributions, page 59. 

DO. Prodrom, Vol. Ill, p? 544. 
Syn. Cynanchuin extensum. 

Ditto cordifolium. 
Asclepias echinata, Roxb. I. R. P. 256. 

Ref. Wight's Icones, p. 596. 
Roxburgh's Flora Indica Rep., p. 256. 
Drury's Indian Flora, Vol. II, p. 225. 

Vern. Valiparithi ) m ?> 

Oothamony f - TaimK 

Jutuga Chettoo ... Tel. 

Sagomani ... Hind. 

Chagulpuntee ... Beng. 
Vali parithi ... Mai. 

Ugnaphalika ... Sans. 

This is a perennial twining plant common in 
all hedges. It abounds with a milky juice, hav- 
ing rather an unpleasaut smell, tender tops, and 
hairy leaves, long-petioled, round, cordate, point- 
ed downy ; flowers pale green, internally tinged 
with purple, follicles covered with inoffensive 
prickles, fructification clavate, flowering dur- 

ing the cold season. The whole plant is em- 

ployed medicinally by natives. A fibre is pro- 
cured from the stems, which has been recom- 
mended as a substitute for flax. It is said to be 

very fine and strong. 
This fibre gained great 

attention at the exhibitions in this country, smd 
also in England and France, as promising 
from experiments to be used in the manufacture 
of materials for clothing, &c. 

The leaves.?The juice of the leaves is anti- 
phlogistic, very largely used in the preparation 
of medicated oil, which is drastic, purgative, or 
liydrogogue cathartic in its action. It is given 
in all cases of rheumatic affection and uterine 

complaints, especially in cases of amenorrhoea 
and dysmenorrhea. The juice is also applied 
externally, rubbed with dry ginger for rheuma- 
tic pains of the knee-joint. 

Thefolliclesaremadeintocurry, and taken with 
food by people suffering from rheumatic joints. 
The bark of the root of this plant is used as a 

purgative in rheumatic cases. The fresh bark 

is dried and powdered, of which doses from one 
to two drachms are prescribed, mixed with cow's 
milki and administered. The powder should not 

be kept long, as it is likely to become acrid and 
unfit tor use. The root is also bruised and boiled 
with a regulated quantity of castor oil, strained 
and cooled, and given as a purgative. 
No. 19 Desmodium triflorum (DC.). 

N. O. Leguminosas. 
S. G. Papiliooaceae. 

Ident. W. & A. Prodromus, Vol. I, p. 229. 
Syn. Iledysarum triflorum, Rox., p. 577. 

Do. stipulaceum, Barm. 
-ZEschynoinene triflora. 

Eng. Wight's Icones, p. 292. 
Kef. Roxburgh's Flora lndica Rep., p. 577. 

Dniry's Indian Flora, Vol. I, p. 307. 
Do. Useful Plants, p. 180. 

Vera. Sirupullady Tamil. 
Moonoodoo Moondoo ... Tel. 

Ivadalnya ... .. Hind. 

Koolaliya ... Beng. 
An herbaceous plant, procumbent, diffuse; 

leaves trifoliate, leaflets orbicular; flowers 
small, blue, flowering all the year; very 
common in sandy places in topes. The leaves 
are used as a galactagogue by natives. For 
females who may be suffering from suppression 
of milk, or from scanty supply of milk imme- 

diately after confinement, the leaves are well 
cleaned, and ground with cow's milk, and taken 
once every morning. In fact, it seems to be a 
household remedy among native females ; and, 
moreover, is considered a very good remedy for 
diseases of children, especially in cases of 
diarrhoea from indigestion and convulsions. 

Dr. Roxburgh remarks that natives apply 
the fresh plant bruised to wounds that do not 

heal well. While writing about the 'plant, I 

may as well mentiou that I found that cotton 

seeds, soaked in water, pounded with the juice or 
the milk of this seed, then strained and made 

into congee with rice, act as a galactagogue. 
Dr. J. W. Anderson, of Kingston, Jamaica, 

reports in Vol. XXII of the " Obstetrical 

Society's Transactions of London," page 31, that 
he has found good effects from the use of the 
leaves of the cotton plant (Gossypium barba- 
dense) as a galactagogue. He calls it cotton 

leaf tea. The tea is prepared by infusing six or 
eight green leaves in a breakfast cup of boiling 
water, carefully covered, according to the effects 
produced. Four or more cups may be drunk in 

the 24 hours. Some patients drink it almost ad 
lib., consuming two or three pints of it daily. 
No. 20 Barleria noctiflora (Linn.). 

N. O. Acanthaceae. 
Ident. DC. Prodromus, Vol. XT, p. 239. 
Syn. Barleria cristata. 

Do. mysorensis. 
Justicia lanceolata. 

Ref. Drury's Indian Flora, Vol. II, p. 442. 
. 

Vern. Yellimoolie ... Tamil. 

A thorny plaut found growing in a dry soil 
in the outskirts of Tanjore, Courtallum, and 
the Nilgheries. 
The whole plant is employed for medicinal 

purposes by natives. It is given as a substitute 
for milk for newly-born iufauts for the first 
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three days after birth. It is intended to act 

as a nutrice to the infant to keep its bowels 

open and to ward off untoward symptoms. 
The medicated water is made in the following 
manner :? 

The plant is to be wrapped up in a little straw, 
and burnt in the fire to get rid of its thorns; 
next it is pounded ill a rice mortar and then 
well sifted; take two ounces of the pounded 
herb, an ounce of old Pooloongal broken rice 

(boiled paddy) and a little dry ginger and 

pinch of salt, with six ounces of water boiled 
down to four ounces; to be fed with it every 
two or three hours. The dried branches of the 

Sarcostemma "viminale (Jcodicalli in Tamil) is 

heated over fire and squeezed, and the juice 
is administered to the infant twice or thrice 

daily when it is affected with any syphilitic 
taint ; and when the child is found suffering 
from " Karun keranthy," a medicated oil is 

given twice a day, or nayooroovy (Achyranthes 
aspera) and Barleria noctiflora water are given, 
and the infant is laid on the leaf of the Arum 

maculatum. Though the plant Barleria myso- 
rensis is commonly used by the people in this part 
of the country, yet I failed to find the name of 
the herb until Mr. M. A. Lawson, m.a., F.L.S., 
favoured me with it. A description of it is 

given by Colonel Drury in his "Indian Flora." 
The taste of it is by no means unpleasant, 
and many drink it with milk and sugar as they 
would ordinary tea. Dr. Anderson thinks that 

the tea seems to act well in the early months of 

nursing, and not to be relied upon beyond four 
or five months after confinement. 
No. 21 Indigofera pnucifolia (Delile). 

N. O. Leguminosai. 
Trilu Papilionaceas. 

Ident. W. & A. Prodrom, p. 201. 
DC. do., p. 224. Hep., p. 383. 

Syn. Indigofera argentea lloxb's Flora Indica 
Eng. Burmann's Zeylan Flora, 1, 82. 

Wight's Icones, p. 381. 
Ref. Drnry's Indian Flora, Vol. I., p. 279. 
Vern. Kuthukara suramattee. 

. 
rai'e species found in a dry soil; flowering 

time the wet season. An erect much-branched 
sm ub, covered with hoary pubescence ; leaves 
pinnated, leaflets 1 to 5, alternate, oblong, 
lanceolate ; racemes solitary, somewhat spiked, 
longer than the leaves, many flowered; legumes 
linear ; seeds reniform, flattish shining; flowers 
numerous, veiy small greenish-red. 

This wild indigo plant is very much known, 
and used 

^ 

among natives, for rheumatic affec- 
tions. It is antiphilogistic, antisyphilitic, deob- 
struent in its action. I he whole plant is cut 

into small pieces and boiled with water, and kept 
for several days in the oven, and the joints 
affected fomented with this decoction, and small 
quantities of it from three to four ounces are 

takeu internally twice a day. A very strict 

diet must be observed during the period, consist- 
in0" of rice conjee without salt or tamarind. 

The root also is used as decoction. Recom- 
mended in cases of periostitis. It is powdered, 
of which take 5ij, water oz. x., boil down to oz. v. 
Dose oz. i to oz. ii twice a day. 

I should like to make a tincture of the 

powder of this root, aud exhibit internally for 
rheumatic complaints, and communicate the 
result of its therapeutical action in my future 
communications. 
No. 22 Capparis grandis (Linn.). 

N. A. Cupparidaceaa. 
Ident. W. & A. Prodrom, p. 27. 
BC. Prodromus, Yol. V, p. 27. 
Syn. Capparis racemifera, DC. 

Do. obovata. 
Do. maxima. 
Do. bisperma. 

Eng. Wight's Icones, It. 1. 
Ref. Roxb's Flora Indica Rep., p. 425. 

Drury's Indian Flora, Yol. I, p. 40. 
Vern. Oollathee ... Tamil. 

Gullem Chetta ... Tel. 
A small or middle-sized tree found in several 

parts of the Tanjore district and Travaucore ; 
but the trees seen by me in Tanjore town 
are of pretty good height; leaves roundish, ovate, 
glabrous above, pubescent beneath; corymbs 
terminal, almost umbelliform, flowers white, 
numerous, and globose; the fruit two seeded. 

Dr. Roxburgh remarks that the wood is heavy, 
hard and durable. The natives employ it for vari- 
ous economical purposes. The leaves are used 
in native medicine; they are bitter and reputed 
for their antiphlogistic and antisiphilitic virtues. 
A medicated oil is prepared with the juice of the 
leaves aud other drugs, aud administered as 

a specific for venereal complaints, such as gonor- 
rhoea, chancre, bubo,gonorrhoeal rheumatism, and 
rupia syphilitica. The leaves are also bruised 
with onions aud conjee water and the product, 
the juice, 3 to 4 ounces, given every morn- 

ing for three days ; strict diet, consisting of rice 
and conjee water, without salt or tamarind. 

The leaves are further given in decoction of dry 
ginger, with 6 drachms or an ounce of castor 

oil, as a purgative in chronic rheumatism. It is 
also employed externally for medicated baths 
aud fomentation for the joints, boiled in water, 
with a few other leaves detailed below, for 
chrouic rheumatism. 

(1) Thaloothalay = Glerodendron phlomoides. 
(2) Noatchie= Vitex negundo. (3) Kuthoo? 
Karam Sammutti = Indigofera paucifolia. (4) 
Vaypurw-ellay = Melia azadirachta. 
No. 23 Alternanthera sessilis (R. B.). 

N. O. Amarantaceaj. 

Ident. Roxb's. Flora Indica Rep., p. 227. 
Syn. Gomphrena sessilis. (Linn.). 

Paronychia tetrogona. 
Do. sessilis. 

Achyranthes triandra, Roxb., p. 227. 
Illecebrum sessile (Lam.). 

' 

Eng. Wight's Icones, p. 626. 
ltheedee mal. 

Ref. Drury's Indian Flora, Vol. Ill, p. 32. 
Vern. Ponnankani keray Tamil. 

Ponaguntakura ... Tel. 
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Parugapathira ... Sans. 
Sbunclii ... Beng. 
Honaganasoppu ... Can. 
Ponankatii ... Mai. 

Honoganari ... Kon. 

An annual herbaceous plant; creeping leaves 
opposite sessile, lanceolate, smooth; flowers, 
triandrous; capsule winged; a common weed 

usually found in moist or marshy ground during 
the rainy season. It has a high reputation 
among Hindu medical writers for its refrigerant 
property, more especially for its therapeutical 
action on the organ of vision. 

The greens make a very good pot herb; it is 
said that by taking them daily the body will 
become of a golden colour. A thylum or lini- 
ment is prepared with the juice of this weed 

together with other drugs, and gingelly oil for 
anointing the head and body twice a week, and 
washed over by seakay, Acacia concinna, a pod 
containing a principle called saponin and acts 
similar to soap. It is considered very cooling 
to the eye. 
The juice of the leaves also enters into a 

medicated oil to be taken internally for cooling 
the body. 
A medicated ghee is prepared from the juice 

of this herb and that of Eclipta prostata with 
a few other drugs, the formula for which is given 
below. It is alterative, refrigerant, and diure- 
tic in its action. Very highly recommended by 
Hindu medical writers in the treatment of 

general debility of adults and children, burning 
sensations of the body, hectic disease; it also 
cools the eye and improves the dimness of vision, 
and it is employed in foul breath and in hasmor- 
rhoidal complaints. It also enters into the pre- 
paration of the medicated ghees of two other 

plants, such as that of Hydrocotyle Asiatica 
and Oxalis corniculata, and enters into various 

decoctions. 

The formula for the preparation of the ghee:? 
Take 

Alternantbera sessilis, Ponnau- 
kani juice, pint ... l,oz. 5 

Eclipta prostrata, Pothilakyan- 
tbakaray ... ... Do. 

Citrus bergamia, Elemicbum 
padzam ... ... oz xiiss. 

Cow's gbee, pint ... ... 1, oz v. 
Do. milk ... ... Do. 

Glycyrrbiza glabra ... ... oz iiss. 

These to be nicely ground with a small 

quantity of milk at first, and next to be dis- 

solved with the rest of it and mixed with the 

ghee, boiled over a fire in an oven, constantly 
stirring it until it becomes of the consistence 

of thick syrup; add nutmeg, mace, oxgall, 
and sugarcaudy, each 1 drachm and 15 grains: 
these are stirred up; then remove the mixture 

from the fire, and keep it properly secured in 

a porcelain vessel. Dose, a desert spoonful twice 
a day for adults, a teaspoouful for children. 

Ponnauhani viighe.?The juice of this plaut 
?with that of Eclipta prostata, immersed with a 
fine cloth and dried, made into wicks, which are 
lit with cow's ghee in a small earthen vessel, 
and covered by another larger one, and the 
smoke is sublimed 011 the top of the larger one. 
The sublimated powder is mixed with ghee, and 
kept in a porcelain or in a horn case. It 
is smeared daily over eyelids of children and 

elderly people, which will improve the sight of 
the aged and keep the eye cool in children. 
The Mahomedans use surma fur smearing 

the eyes of children. 
jNo. 24 Convolvulus tridentatus (Linn.). 

N. O. Convolvulaceae. 
Ident. Roxburgh's Flora Iudica Rep., p. 159. 
Syn. Evolvulus tridentatus (Brom.). 
Vern. Kootheravalee poondoo, Tamil. 

An herbaceous plant found common 011 the 

coast of Coromaudel and Malabar. Flowers du- 

ring the rainy season. It is an annual; leaves short 

petioled subcuneate, with sagittate, acutely dent- 
ate posterior lobes, and a somewhat reduced 
or rounded tridentate apex; peduncles filiform, 
one rarely two-flowered. 
The whole weed is employed in native medi- 

cine. It is refrigerant and astringent, given 
in hemorrhoidal complaints aud diarrhoea. 
Take the dried weed 3V; water one pint and 

a half; boil down to 6 ounces; dose 3X. twice a day 
with a little palmyra sugarcandy ; also employ- 
ed externally as thylum prepared with gingelly 
oil aud other drugs for anointing the head and 

body twice a week and washed with warm water 
and Seeakay (Acacia conciuna). The thylum 
or the liniment has a peculiar property of 

making the hair of the head to grow among 
females where it is withered in cases of fever 

and chronic diarrhoea, and clears the eyesight 
in cases of dimness of vision. 


