
PHARMACY BILL 

Sir,?Your circular letter dated 29th April mysteri- 
ously reached me just the other day and I hasten to 
reply. 
In the light of the preamble adumbrated in the 

opening sentences of the Bill, the word 
' 
Pharmacist' 

envisages two types : (1) the scientifically trained 
person with a knowledge of a branch of chemistry 
involved in the manufacture of potent therapeutio 
substances and (2) the person who is skilled in dis- 
pensing with just a working knowledge of the action 

The 
dose and use of the therapeutic substances. A, 

g 
former may not be skilled in the requirements ol 

^ 
latter and vice versa. The Bill therefore does ? 

clearly categorize the different zones of activity ox 

two groups. . re 
Again in chapter IV, section 31, qualificatwns 

specified for entry on first and subsequent registers 
(1), (2), (3) and (4). In all the above classes exC ? 
(1) the main qualification is knowledge of the a 

. 

cimi-science of dispensing prescriptions. One feels t ? 

class (1) should also have knowledge of dispensing- 
medical graduate is also prescribed this training 
dispensing which forms part of his university exarnue 
ation. It is therefore suggested that either there 
two categories in the register of pharmacists, i.e. (D j 

industrial or manufacturing pharmaceutical chemist 
a 

. 

(2) the dispensing chemist whose basic knowledge 
of an inferior grade or that the industrial or inaO 

facturing chemist who is the holder of a degree 
pharmaceutical chemistry be given the facility to aPPflf 
his scientific knowledge to the art-cum-science ^ 
dispensing. A practical course in a dispensary shou 
be insisted. , j 
Some provision must be made for raising the stands 

of the dispenser or compounder to bring him into h 
with the holder of the Diploma of Pharmacy. . 

The ' 

high-browed' manufacturing chemist un ,^e 
tunately in some quarters seems to feel that 
medical man is too interfering and dictatorial. Does 
realize that the profession of pharmacy primari y 
exists to cater to the needs of a medical man aD 

that therefore the medical man is perfectly within 
? 

bounds in expecting from or insisting on, or dictation 
to, the pharmacist ? Let him turn back and have 
glance at the attitude of Bertheim the chemist worH1I!,t 
in Paul Ehrlich's laboratory at the time of the procu1 
tion of ' 606Ehrlich was not much of a chemist hi' 
he passed his ideas 

' 
. . . atoxyl can be changed. y?. 

my dear Bertheim, we can change it into a hundre > 

a thousand new compounds of arsenic. . . A medica. 
man's interest in the profession of pharmacy is a B10 

natural thing. Arguments when they reach a s*afje 
of denouncing that interest in the words 

' 
. . . Pe?P|j 

(meaning medical men and pharmacologists) who sh?u' 
have nothing to do with it (the Pharmacy Bill) ar 

opposing it' reveal that something is rotten in 
state of . . 

. ? is 
In view therefore of the scope of the Bill ^ 

j 
expedient for the degree-holder in pharmaceutic^ 
chemistry, before he is entitled to get himself reg1.- 

tered, to have a short course or practical training J.. 
an approved dispensary. If an analogy is warranted, 

1 

is that of a civilian official who during his probati? 
has to learn a work of a kind from the village ??c^c 
(the Karnam) or the police official from the tra"1 
constable in street crossings. 
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