
ANOPHELES MOSQUITOS IN TEZPUR, 
ASSAM. 

Br CHAS. A BTSNTLEY, M.B., C.M. (Edin). s 
Anopheles (Bentleyi). /o 

General coloration black, with a crest of 

white scales on the vertex, which extend for a 

short distance forward beyond the base of the 

palpi The distinguishing feature is the extreme 
length of and the densely black scales on, the 

palpi andproboscis, which give 
the insect a top- 

heavy appearance. 
The wings which are very darkly colored 

alontr the costal margin, have an appearance to 

the naked eye, which gives the idea of then 
havitior been smudged with black pigment. On 

examination under the microscope it may be 

seen that besides the arrangement of black 

scales on the 
" longitudinals which lends itselt 

to this impression, there is also a general darken- 

ing of the hyaline portion of the wing near 
the 

costal margin. . . 

The great length of the palpi and proboscis 
may be&judged by the fact that they, together 
with the head, measure almost the same length 
as the abdomen (without the thorax). 

Wings. 

Each wine has two cream-colored areas on the 

costal margin, which is otherwise intensely black. 

The first of these areas, which is the most dis- 

tinct, occurs about two-thirds down the costa. 

The second one is almost super-apical and is not 

nearly so distinct as the 
other. 

Besides these two spots, there is a distinct 

portion of the marginal scale fringe, which is 

white instead of black. This occurs just at the 

apex, and extends between the extremities of 

the 1st and 4th longitudinals. 
The first second and thud longitudinals are 

chiefly black scaled, but 
here and there a few 

white scales may be seen, 
which help to produce 

the smudgy appearance 
alluded to above. 

The fourth longitudinal is black scaled with a 
little white, except at its bifurcation, where a 

fairly dense collection 
of black scales give the 

impression of a spot. 
The fifth longitudinal is chiefly white scaled, 

with a few black scales intermixed, which in- 
crease distally, finally becoming almost marked 
enough to call spots, at the extremities of the 

two branches. The fourth longitudinal is white 
scaled, except for two distinct black scaled spots 
of considerable size, one situated at its distal 

extremity, and the other, the most marked, about 
mid length. 
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As I have before stated, the margin of the 
wing is fringed with black scales, except at the 
apex, where the black scales are replaced by 
white one. 

Proboscis.?The proboscis is intensely black, 
being covered with thick black scales. A few 
white scales may be seen at the extreme tip. 
The Palpi.?These,like the proboscis, are white 

tipped and covered with intensely black scales. 
These scales are so long and lie so thickly and 
so give a top-heavy appearance to the insect, 
which appears to the naked eye almost as though 
it possessed a large crest of black feathers. 

The antemice have segments adorned with 
sepia-coloured hairs. 

The head is covered partly with silvery white 
and partly with blackish hairs. The white ones 
form a sort of small crest which starts from 
between the eyes and extends forwards^ some little distance over the junction of the palpi with 
the head, 

The eyes are black. 
The nape is covered with brownish black 

scales. 

The thorax is of a general sepia tint, covered 
with long straggling hairs of a golden brown 
colour. 
A sort of tuft of hairs of a slightly lighter 

hue, runs forwards from the front of the thorax 
dorsally. 
The abdomen is a brownish black colour, with 

indistinct segmentation. It is covered with 
golden brown straggling hairs, which do not hide 
its prevailing black coloration. 

The legs are a light brown above, covered 

with dark brown scales. On the under surface, 
however, they are buff coloured. 
They show slight thickenings at the joints, 

which are hair tufted. 
There are distinct yellowish white rings, ap- 

parently situated at the joints, to most of the 

smaller articulations of the tarsi. 
The marking on the costa, the spots on the 

wings, the coloration of the legs and the peculiar 
collection of scales upon the palpi and proboscis 
serve to distinguish this mosquito from any ot 

the species described in Giles' 
" Gnats or M.os- 

quitos." 
I found this mosquito first in June, in my 

own bedroom. Since then I have repeatedly 
caught specimens of this variety, and 1 have 

also bred them up from larvse obtained 
from a 

pool of water near a small village inlected with 
" Kala-azar." 

Besides the species of anopheles described 
above, I have found Anopheles Rossii and Ano- 
pheles Gostalis in great abundance. 

I have also found one or two specimens of a 

species which answers to the description given 
in Giles' book, of Anopheles Superpictus. 
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