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As far as I am aware this condition, which 
is in my experience fairly common in leprosy, 
has not been described in medical literature. 
The condition described in medical books as 

ganglion is generally situated at the back of 

the wrist or intercarpal joints. It is a cystic 
swelling, either hard or soft according to the 

tension of the fluid contained, and is caused 
by cystic degeneration of the synovial mem- 
brane of either the tendon sheaths or the inter- 

carpal joints. It is generally chronic in charac- 
ter and is seldom accompanied by pain or other 
inconvenience. 
The ganglion-like swellings (see illlustration) 

found in leprosy are similar to the above in 

?position, in appearance, and on palpation- 
Sometimes they are chronic in nature, but at 

other times they appear suddenly and again as 

suddenly disappear. 
Apparently they are generally, if not always, 

connected with leprous disease of the median 



August, 1930.] PECULIAR CASE OF PERSISTENT HICCOUGH: M. ABDULLA. 445 

nerve. If the disease in this nerve is chronic 
in nature the swellings continue for a long time. 
On the other hand I have seen a case in which 
they appeared suddenly at the same time as a 
leprous reaction in the median nerves of both 

hands; as the reaction passed off after a few 
days the ganglion-like swellings also subsided. 

I liave not yet had an opportunity of inves- 
tigating the histology of this condition, and am 
unable to say to what extent it is due to m- 

volvement of the tendon sheaths and to what 
extent the intercarpal joints are affected, but 

apparently the condition is due to the latter. 
Similar swellings are sometimes noticed in 

the region of the ankle joint; these occui also 

^ the nerve form of leprosy. 


