
POISONING BY TARTAR EMETIC. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE 
" INDIAN MEDICAL GAZETTE." 

Dear Sir,?As the subject of poisoning by Tartar Emetic 
is at present creating a good deal of discussion in connection 

with the recent " Bravo case," I trust the following account of 
poisoning by this drug may prove sufficiently interesting to 
merit publication. 
On the 7th of April last at 2-30. P.M., a respectable young 

Eurasian, a student, was brought to this hospital in a greatly ex- 
hausted and nervous condition. Having failed to pass some law 
examination, lie had become very much depressed, and in a rash 
moment resolved upon suicide. 
A small phial was handed to us containing a white heavy 

powder, and labelled 
" Tartar Emetic?Poison." It was three- 

fourths full. About half a tea-spoonful, it was said, had been 
dissolved in water and swallowed by the patient, about half an 
hour previous to admission. Vomiting had almost immediately 
ensued ; a meal which he had shortly before eaten being re- 
jected ; and the vomiting continued on the way to the 

hospital. 
The symptoms of irritant poisoning were well marked; 

great mental depression, restlessness, a sense of weight and 
pain at the pit of the stomach, much thirst; some difficulty in 
swallowing, constant retelling, &c. 
He was made to drink warm water pretty copiously, and the 

stomach thus " washed out" twice. YVithtfre second vomit a 

good deal of glairy mucoid matter was ejected, yellowish pro- 
bably from staining with bile, and containing also streaks and 
small clots of blood. A sinapism was then applied to the 
stomach, and the following ordered :? 

$> Tinct. Cinchonse Co. ... 
... ^i. 

Decoct. Cinchonae ... 
... ?i. 

" To be taken every half hour up to six doses." 
By C> p.m. he had taken the six doses of this mixture, and al- 

though there was still some inclination to vomit, yet he was much 
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more quiet and collected. He complained now, however, of 
much griping pain in the bowels and had passed two stools ; 
the first being chiefly scybalous, the latter consisting almost 
entirely of pale, yellow-coloured, shreddy mucus which was 
voided with great straining and smarting. He suffered much 
also from " cramps" in the legs. 
By midnight, he had again vomited seven times and purged 

once, and the griping and pain in the bowels continued. 

Twenty-five minims of the liquor morphice were now injected hy- 
podermically at the epigastrium and gave great relief. Small 

quantities of iced milk could, after this, be retained by the 
patient, and by thejmorning larger quantities witli soda water 
were eagerly swallowed. The vomiting did not recur. As he 
had not had any sleep since admission, twenty grains of chloral 
were given on the 8th, and it had the desired effect. The next 
day (9t.h) he was well enough to be removed home. 
The tartar emetic remaining in the phial weighed 377 

grains, the original quantity (as the phial was an ounce one) 
was probably 437! grains, and the quantity swallowed was 
therefore 60q grains! 
When it. is remembered that two grains of tartar emetic 

have proved fatal in the adult, this was indeed an overwhelm- 

ingly poisonous dose, and no doubt the patient owed his re- 

covery to the speedy vomiting which followed the swallowing 
of the drug, and the evacuation thereby of probably the greater 
portion of the same ; yet, that a not inconsiderable quantity 
was absorbed is proved by the acute gastro-intestinal symp- 
toms developed. 

Not the least remarkable part of this case is the circum- 
stance that the tartar emetic was purchased at the " T/ncove- 
nanted Service Dispensary," Calcutta, a well-known and 

respectable establishment. It seems strange that so large 
an amount as a whole ounce, should have been sold, over the 
counter, to a non-professional person, and without the authori- 
ty of any prescription from a medical man. No indication of 
the proper medicinal dose or doses of the drug was inscribed 
on the phial; and although it is true that a label with the 
word " Poison" printed in red letters was conspicuously 
enough affixed to the same, yet, I think, it is quite time chemists 
should understand that this is not a sufficient safeguard, and 
does not absolve them of all responsibility when poisonous 
drugs are purchased in this manner. 

I am, Dear Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 

J. F. P. McConnell, M.B., 
Resident Physician. 

Medical College Hospital, 

September 19th, 1876. 


