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GUNSHOT WOUND OF HEART. PATIENT 

SURVIVED 42 HOURS AFTER INJURY. 

By Surgeon G-. F. Nicholson, M.D., 

Civil Surgeon, Peshawar. 

Poor Dil, a resident of Bahadur Killi, a 
short distance from Peshawar, was shot through 
the chest about 9 o'clock on the night of 
the 9th March 1886 ; he was brought to the 

Egerton Hospital at 6 o'clock the following 
morning, and was then almost pulseless, had 
extreme difficulty in breathing and occasionally 
coughed up blood. Shortly after admission to 

hospital lie rallied slightly ; but remained very 
low till death took place at 3 o'clock p.m. on 
the 11 th March. 

There was a circular wound on the pos- 
terior fold of the left axilla, half an inch iu 

diameter, and evidently leading to the lung, 
blood and air escaping through it. The bullet, 
a round one, was felt on the right side .of the 
chest immediately underneath the skin, and was 
extracted through a linear incision ; through 
this wound too blood and air escaped. On post 
mortem examination the course of the bullet 
wound was found to be as follows :?Through the 
7th rib on the left side, some pieces of which 
were found in the left lung, then through the C7 O 

left lung, left and right auricles of heart, 
through the right lung, and finally through the 
fifth intercostal space on the right side. Blood 

was found in large quantities iu both pleural 
cavities, and about one ounce of blood-stained 
serum iu the pericardium. There were two long 
rounded blood clots extending from the wounds 
in the right and left auricles into their corre- 

sponding ventricles; the lower portions of these 
clots were almost quite white. 
Notio.?That a man should live over forty 

hours after such a grave injury is very remark- 
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able ami important in a medico-legal point of 
view. Bryant mentions a case recorded in 
Circular No. 3 of the War Department of 

Washington, in which the right, auricle was 

wounded, the patient surviving 50 hours. 
Peshawar, 7th April, 1886. 


