
PREPARATION OF CANTHARIDIS. 

To the Editor of the Edinburgh Medical Journal. 
St John's, Melrose, Sept. 17, 1857. 

Dear Sir,?I wish, through the medium of your Journal, to call the attention 
of my country medical brethren to a preparation of cantharidis which is, I am 
afraid, little known to many of them, and which I have found extremely use- 
ful in my own practice?much more convenient in its application than the 
old-fashioned blister, and much speedier in its effects. The preparation I 

refer to is the Emp. Cantharidinae Liquidum, prepared by Messrs T. and H. 
Smith, chemists, Edinburgh. It consists of a saturated solution of cantharidine 
in collodion. I have now used this preparation for more than two years, and 
have found it fully answer all my expectations. From its nature and 
chemical composition, it acts more regularly than the old blister, and is much 
more readily applied over the seat of the disease. It has also this very great 
advantage, that, when once applied, it cannot be taken off. The medical man 

applies it himself, and feels quite sure that if the blister does not produce its 
usual effect, it is not because it has not been applied, or removed soon after it 
had been applied. Often have I, in practice, been not a little vexed and annoyed 
at a blister not rising, and inclined to blame the preparation used, when, 011 
strict examination, I have found the blister never applied, or not allowed to lie 
on the usual time. Since I used the liquid blister, I have had no such annoy- 
ing and anomalous cases. This preparation lias another great advantage in the 
eyes of a country practitioner, and it is this, its portability;?he can always 
have it with him, and can at once apply it where required, and not have to send 
many miles for a blister ; thus often allowing the disease to get itself more firmly 
rooted. Country doctors are not in general believers in either Dr Bennett's 
theory or practice in inflammation, and have a desire?it may be, a rude and 
unscientific one (still, it seems to me, a wholesome one)?of doing all they can 
to check the progress of inflammatory action. To my brethren practising in 

the Highlands, and in some of the wide Lowland districts, this power of 
immediately applying a blister is no slight one. I write on this subject as 
one who has often felt the advantage of such a preparation in doing this. 
The only disagreeable effects I have ever experienced from this preparation 
are, that, in some instances at first, it produced rather troublesome ulcera- 
tions ; but this arose, I found, from having in my zeal put on too much. 
So severe was the ulceration produced in one case of puerperal peritonitis 
in which I had used it, that a medical friend, who saw the case accidentally, 
went away filled with wrath at the remedy, and abusing both it and its 

applier. He might blame the one, but he had no just cause to blame the 
other. But I would even state that, in my opinion, it is no slight advantage 
to have a preparation of such a kind, that it can, by a little judicious manage- 
ment, be made a vesicant in some cases, and in other cases, if needed, produce 
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a severer and longer-continued kind of irritation. From the liquid nature of 
the preparation, it allows, as in the case of blistering a joint, a much closer 
and more equable application than in the old form. I have no hesitation 
in strongly recommending its use. I have no doubt that any of my country 
brethren who may be induced to try it, will find it exceedingly useful, and will 
thank me for bringing this preparation under their notice.?I am, Sir, yours, 
etc., William N. Brown. 


