
THE DISSEMINATION OF CHOLERA 

BY HUMAN INTERCOURSE. 

To the Editor of the 
" Indian Medical Gazette." 

Sir, ?In connection with your article "Cholera and 

Pilgrims" in the August number of your Gazette, I beg 
to add the mite of experience I have had during the late 
terrible famine in the Presidency of Madras Cholera 

having furiously broken out on the 10th of August 1878 
in the Famine Relief Camp at Metupoliam, about 7 miles 
from the foot of the Nilgheiies, I, as a medical officer and 
Inspector of Famine Relief Camps and Hospitals in the 
district of Coiinbatore, had to run to the spot with a view 
to investigate its cause and prevent its further progress 
and di ffusion, specially up to the hills (Nilgheries), win re 
His Grace the Governor of Madras was then residing, 
for this our much lamented Collector, the late Mr. A. McC. 
Webster,was extremely anxious to avoid, not knowing that 
it was raging there from some time past. 
The camp was situated in an elevated piece of stony 

ground more than a mile away from the town of Metu- 
poliam itself. The conservancy of the camp was in the 
finest order possible, the air pure and the water good. 
All the inmates except two, received into the camp with- 
in six weeks of the outbreak, were ascertained to he from 
localities then p-rfectly free from cholera ; and there was 
no cholera within 20 miles of the camp all round. 
Those two inmates (a women and a boy) came down 
from Coonoor on the hills where cholera was then furious- 

ly raging, and were admitted into the camp on the 9th of 

August 1878 in a famished condition but with no ascer- 

tainable disease. They were the first victims, and died 
on :he 10th August, the day following their admission. 
Nine of the inmates sleeping in the same shed were 

attacked on the 10th, and from it the infection dissemi- 
nated to other sheds and the outbreak became a general 
one throughout the camp. About 3i> inmates died within 
three days of the outbreak. I must here mention that the 
two inmates, the first victims, on admission had been 
fed with usual camp diet (there being apparently no 
disease in them) and this, I think, greatly favoured the 
evolution of the disease by setting up diarrhoea. What- 
ever the auxiliary cause or causes might have been in 

developing the disease, the facts of the case leave no 
room to doubt that human intercourse is a potent cause 

of cholera diffusion. 
A similar instance of the spread of cholera by human 

agency, which I had fco investigate on btli July 1877 was 
in a village called " Kodangipoliem 

" in the Palladom 

Taluq of Coiinbatore district. The disease was found 

to have been imported there by a man who came into the 
village from a distant and infected locality with the 

disease, and died in it. There was no disease in the 
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village and its surrounding places prior to the arrival 
and death of the first victim, the importer. Cases occurred 

immediately on the death of the first man, and 34 out of 
39 cases died out of a population of about 160 souls in 
the village. The progress of the disease did not stop 
here, it extended to tile neighbouring villages, thus prov- 
ing the theory of propagation of cholera by human agency.' 

I am, Sir, 
Yours most obediently 

Ramjiay Ray, Asst.-Surgn., 
In charge, Sambunath Pundit Dispensary, 

" Blioicanipore. 


