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The information embodied in this volume is of 

immense interest to those who are engaged in the study 

of bacteriology, systematic or applied. Although the 
subject is of a highly technical nature yet the author 
must be congratulated on his lucid way of dealing with 
the various chapters of this book, so much so that 
the entire work reads more like an interesting novel 
than a highly complex volume on bio-physico-chemistry. 
The history of the use and development of antiseptics 

from the days of the ancient Egyptian kings to the 
present twentieth century is of great interest: in fact, 
the whole of the first chapter will appeal to even a lay 
person and the chronological order of arrangement is 
worthy of an historian of no mean merit. The subse- 
quent chapters deal with the various factors which keep 
down the bacterial population in nature and the best 
means of utilizing heat, light, electricity and chemicals 
in sterilization and disinfection: of these the chemicals 
have been dealt with more fully and their comparative 
efficacy and modes of action analyzed and explained 
very thoroughly. As a book of reference for the worker 
in bacteriology this volume may be called a veritable 
mine of information: for those who are engaged in the 
administration of public health the chapters on water 
purification and sewage treatment offer many practical 
and valuable hints which can be adopted or slightly 
modified to suit local conditions. The undergraduate 
student of bacteriology will perhaps find the book 
heavy reading, but those who intend taking up higher 
studies in the subject will be well advised to keep 
a copy of this book, for herein will be found many 
points of interest which are not usually found in a 

standard textbook of bacteriology. The last chapter 
of the book is very instructive in so far as it deals with 
the almost futile use of antiseptics in medical or surgical 
practice without actually dogmatizing on any particular 
method of treatment. The few suggestions and hints 
laid down are very rational and strictly scientific. 
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