
Dunglison's Medical Dictionary.1 Dunglison's dictionary lias 

acquired an honorable place in medical literature, and very de- 

servedly so by reason of its many merits. A new edition was 
much needed on account of the vast multiplication of terms used 
in medicine and the collateral sciences, invented by actual or sup- 
posed discoverers, and particularly in Germany. We are, therefore, 
not surprised to hear that 

" the present edition will be found to 
contain many hundred more terms than the first, and to have expe- 
rienced numerous additions and modifications." Nevertheless, it 
would be possible for the student versed in Teutonic and French 
medical literature to find not a few terms missing, in sufficient vogue 
to deserve a place. A defect of this kind is, however, inevitable in 
any such compilation, and when the medical pupil has a volume like 
the one before us placed in his hands as constituting a mere lexicon 
of terms or skeleton of facts that he must transfer to his head and clothe 
with abundance of knowledge, he may well cry, hold ! enough ! 
The author states that his " object has not been to make the 

work a mere lexicon of terms, but to afford under each, a condensed 
view of its various medical relations, and thus to render the work 
an epitome of the existing condition of medical science." This 

object we regard as too ambitious and extensive for a work such as 
Dr. Dunglison had in view, or was really demanded. An epitome 
of the shallowest dimensions representing the actual condition of 
medical science, together with that of the several collateral branches 
of that science, as comprehended in this volume, is beyond the 

compass of a dictionary like that before us, and beyond the power 
of most ordinary mortals to produce. And, in fact, the necessities 
imposed upon the author have of themselves saved him, in regard to 
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most terms, from his ambitious project; and where he has ventured 

pn further detail than is necessary to explain the terms before him, he 
is often at fault in introducing obscure and ambiguous information, 
doubtful opinions, and questionable practice. His notes of treat- 
ment in various important diseases are uncalled for, and are generally 
open to strong objections. As a matter of course they are very 
brief, and so far as they apply to disease expressed by some general 
terra, though comprehending pathological conditions of great variety, 
they would, if acted upon, as a rule, prove positively mischievous. 
Active antiphlogistic measures, blood-letting to produce a decided 
effect, antimonials and kindred agents, are prescribed, accompanied 
by few provisoes, in most inflammatory affections. 
The definitions of anatomical terms might, in various instances, 

be much amended as regards perspicuity at least, if not correctness. 
The classification of the human races, introduced under the heading 
Homo, need revision, for that of Blumenbach will not pass muster 
at the present day among ethnologists. 
Another desideratum of this dictionary, now that it has assumed the 

pharacter of an English publication, issued by our great London med- 
ical publishing firm, is that, the formulae of the British Pharmacopa3ia 
should find a place alongside those of the United States Pharmaco- 
poeia, which, in the present edition, furnishes the basis of reference 
for the pharmaceutical preparations enumerated. 

Although we have thus freely spoken of shortcomings, we are fully 
sensible of the excellencies of this medical dictionary, and these in 
themselves are sufficient to secure for it the good opinion of the 
profession, and, as we trust, its success as a publication. 


