
IV. Chemistry. Tables Introductory to a Course of Testing in 
Qualitative and Quantitative Analysis. 
T? T) O O A T , 

^ By John Macadam, ? 4/ J ' 

F.K.S.S.A., Lecturer on Chemistry, &c. 

These tables have been compiled chiefly, the author says, for 
the use of students attending his own laboratory, being intended 
as a guide to them during the earlier periods of their study. In 
their compilation, he has availed himself freely of the suggestions 
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and experience of various eminent chemists of our own and other 
countries, and is principally indebted to the Geissen School, 
and the works of Fresenius ; while in the selection of the ma- 
terials and the rendering and arrangement of them, he adds, he 
has been chiefly guided by his own experience of what is most 
suitable and convenient to the student. , 

Bearing in mind the long list of text-books, hand-books, and 
introductions to chemistry, which have of late years issued from 
the press, all of which have their excellencies, and one or other of 
which, we believe, is the favourite directory for study in every 
class-room and laboratory, we were scarcely prepared to believe 
that another, either larger or smaller, was wanted. In these days, 
however, every teacher seems to strive after another, and what he 
thinks, a better mode of instruction than others follow; and resting 
on his own experience of what is convenient or useful, he arranges, 
in some new order, things perhaps previously familiar to the pupil. 
In former times, to do so?to depart from the beaten tract?would 
be to imperil the reputation and hazard the success of the teacher. 
But that this is not now the case in chemistry, as in other class- 
rooms, we have abundant evidence in the different manuals made 
use of. Though much of the ardour with which chemistry is now 
pursued is to be traced to the greater importance it is every day 
assuming in the investigation and treatment of disease, and to the 
daily improvement it is the means of achieving in manufacturing 
processes, still we believe that not a little of it may with justice 
be referred, to that stimulating influence upon the beginner, which 
arises from the novel and attractive forms in which everything is 
brought before him. We regard, therefore, with favour every 
attempt to facilitate the acquirements of a knowledge of a science 
and of an art so important, and, despite our previous observation 
on the differences which are made in class manuals?too often for 
the mere sake of variety?we commend Mr. Macadam's produc- 
tion for the method, the clearness of description, and succinctness 
of expression which mark the compilation. 


