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A Mahomkdan l)oy aged 9 was brought to 

,lle at 8 p.m. on the 10th January, 1926. He 
ac had a coloured glass bead in his mouth, 

it had suddenly slipped into the trachea. 
Ks father brought a duplicate of the bead; it 

a 
as about 2|5ths of an inch by l|5th of an inch, 
nd one of some used for ear-rings. Passage 

^ 
the bead into the trachea was followed by 

^ 
noisy fit of coughing and pain in the inter- 

\vay,lcular region, but he took his evening 
meal 

^1- Stridor however continued. 

1 
examination stridor was present, especial- 

^ during expiration. Pulse and temperature 
? ere normal, and the respiration not particularly 

^Creased in rate. Wheezing sounds were heard 

Jeff1" both lungs, and a few crepitations on the 

^side. Nothing was done that evening. 

Th Xt. day cough and stridor had increased. 

tiL.le child was now examined under an 
anaesthe- 

? Laryngoscopy examination failed to shew 

>thing. A branchoscope was available, but no 
stable forceps for removal of the foreign body. 
?nel Tarr suggested .r-rays, but as the bead 

\vas.?f glass I did not think that any shadow 

th?11 ,shew. The child was taken direct from 

s^e theatre to the x-ray room, and screening 

))eeYecl .a shadow exactly corresponding 
to the 

inac ' lying with its sharp narrower end upwards 
^ 

the left bronchus. The radiologist explained 

ttw 
s'laclovv as being due to the thin coating 

of 
e al around the bead. 

hat afternoon there was slight fever, tem- 

Un ?tUre 102? but the stridor had disappeared, 

^av 
was allowed to play. The next 

abn 
examination of the chest failed to shew any 

fatl?rnial breath sounds. I explained to the 

hinl6r ^le 
" 
s^ent interval of Jackson," and told 

1 to bring the child back if there was any fe^er 

or cough. I also sent for suitable forceps for 
the bronchoscope. 
On the 17th March the father returned to hos- 

pital. He stated that up to the 16th March the 
child had seemed to be in fair health, except for 
occasional spells of coughing. That evening, 
however, he was seized with severe dyspnoea 
and a choking cough, and appeared to be about 
to die; when suddenly the bead was coughed 
out in the presence of the father. The bead, 
which was brought for examination, had lost 
its lustrous coating. 

I tried to persuade the father to have the child 
.r-rayed again, but he would not consent. The 
case is of interest in the long duration of time 
during which the foreign body remained lodged 
in the bronchus, and in its spontaneous expulsion 
by natural means. / 

\/ ? 


