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Modern culture tends to separate medicine and miracles, but their histories are closely intertwined. The
Roman Catholic Church recognizes saints through canonization based on evidence that they worked
miracles, as signs of their proximity to God. Physicianhistorian Jacalyn Duffin has examined Vatican sources
on 1400 miracles from six continents and spanning four centuries. Overwhelmingly the miracles cited in
canonizations between 1588 and 1999 are healings, and the majority entail medical care and physician
testimony.

These remarkable records contain intimate stories of illness, prayer, and treatment, as told by people who
rarely leave traces: peasants and illiterates, men and women, old and young. A woman's breast tumor melts
away; a man's wounds knit; a lame girl suddenly walks; a dead baby revives. Suspicious of wishful thinking
or naïve enthusiasm, skeptical clergy shaped the inquiries to identify recoveries that remain unexplained by
the best doctors of the era. The tales of healing are supplemented with substantial testimony from these
physicians.

Some elements of the miracles change through time. Duffin shows that doctors increase in number; new
technologies are embraced quickly; diagnoses shift with altered capabilities. But other aspects of the miracles
are stable. The narratives follow a dramatic structure, shaped by the formal questions asked of each witness
and by perennial reactions to illness and healing. In this history, medicine and religion emerge as parallel
endeavors aimed at deriving meaningful signs from particular instances of human distress -- signs to explain,
alleviate, and console in confrontation with suffering and mortality.

A lively, sweeping analysis of a fascinating set of records, this book also poses an exciting methodological
challenge to historians: miracle stories are a vital source not only on the thoughts and feelings of ordinary
people, but also on medical science and its practitioners.
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From reader reviews:

Martha Robertson:

The book Medical Miracles: Doctors, Saints, and Healing in the Modern World make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when
you getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book
Medical Miracles: Doctors, Saints, and Healing in the Modern World to be your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve Medical Miracles: Doctors, Saints, and
Healing in the Modern World. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia
or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Vincenza Nagel:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book Medical
Miracles: Doctors, Saints, and Healing in the Modern World. All type of book can you see on many options.
You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Eunice Huynh:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all
day long to reading a reserve. The book Medical Miracles: Doctors, Saints, and Healing in the Modern
World it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book.
You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book has
high quality.

Hector Medlin:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By the book Medical Miracles: Doctors, Saints, and Healing in the Modern World we can have more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life



with that book Medical Miracles: Doctors, Saints, and Healing in the Modern World. You can more desirable
than now.
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