
OBITUARY. 

Surgeon-Major Joseph Dougall, 
r.4- T i . 

M.D., F.R.C.P.E., graduated 

at -Edinburgh in 1858, and was appointed 
to the Madras Presidency 

?f the Indian Medical Service on 10th February, 
1859. During his 

studies he was class assistant to Professor Sanders, 
Mr Walker, and 

others, who bear testimony to his zeal 
and talents, and to his genial 

and obliging disposition, lie was a clever draughtsman, and pro- 

duced many fine diagrams for professional purposes. 
He acquired 

the art of short-hand writing and sedulously practised 
it all his life. 

He acted as Secretary to the Photographic Society, 
and became a 

proficient operator both in taking landscapes 
and portraits?twenty- 

seven oi his Indian views being noticeable in 
the last Photographic 

Exhibition. He saw a great deal of 
hard professional work as 

assistant to his friend Dr John Burns of Glasgow, whose lar<>-e 
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practice afforded him much experience. In India he served with 
the artillery, and then for a short time at Singapore; from which 
place he was sent to the Chinese war of 1860, under Sir Hope 
Grant. He was in medical charge of the hospital-ship " Faiza- 
allum " for Fane's and Probyn's Horse, and was under fire with 
the artillery at the taking of the Taku forts, for which he received 
the Chinese war medal and clasp for Taku. He served with 
the artillery under Sir George Whitlock, 1861-1863, and was 
civil surgeon of Vizagapatam, 1864-5, where he had a very large 
practice. He successfully operated on a bad case of elephantiasis 
scroti, removing a tumour of 24 lbs. weight. This case soon brought 
six or seven more from various parts, all of which were successfully 
treated, while there had been only one or two cases operated on in 
the district for the previous decade. Photography here came to his 
aid, as often elsewhere, as he photographed every case before and after 
operating. Here he taught Nursing Rao, a highly educated native 
gentleman, the photographic art, which he has pursued successfully. 
l)r Dougall was Zillah surgeon at Rajahmundry, 1865-6, and in 

April 1866 he was selected by Government to undertake an 

investigation of the febrifuge properties of the cinchona alkaloids 
?cinchonia, quinidia, and cinchonidia?at some of the most 

malarious stations, a duty acknowledged by the Cinchona Com- 
mission to be " 

accompanied with some risk and very great 
discomfort." Dr Dougall was recommended by the principal 
Inspector-General as "an officer well suited for this duty, energetic 
and zealous, and willing to undertake it." This report gives 
the result of 108 cases, very carefully tabulated; and the com- 

parative value of the three alkaloids. After six months' con- 
stant attendance on fever cases in the worst districts, he was 
himself laid down with it, where there was no white man to 

attend him, and the prospect from his sick-room window embraced 
a gibbet and a white officer's grave. In 1867 he accompanied the 
38th M.N.I, from Cuddapah to Rangoon, and in June 1869 was 
sent to Mandalay to assume medical charge of the Political 

Agency at the Court of Burmah, at a very unsettled period, some- 
thing like the present. He had interviews with the late king 
along with Colonel Sladen, both interesting and amusing, and lie 

photographed the king's sons. He took two years' furlough in 

1870, and so keen was his love for his profession, that instead of 
resting after eleven years' tropical service, he entered the Edin- 

burgh University classes again, and graduated M.D. 1872, gaining 
a gold medal for his thesis?the report on the properties of the 
cinchona alkaloids already referred to?an abstract of which 

appeared in the Edinburgh Medical Journal, September 1873. 
On his return to India he had charge of the 22d M.N.I, from 

Palamcottah to Hosungabad, on a thirty days' march by road and 
rail, without any serious sickness amongst 1500 souls, including 
followers, although dengue fever was prevalent on the route. 
He says, 

" Even while on the road we have not been without 
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our domestic occurrences, as there have been four births?no 
deaths; and as for marriages 1 am unable to speak, as they are 
celebrated sans ctrtmonie." In January 1873 lie was appointed 
acting senior medical officer, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, a post 
of great importance and heavy work, there being over 10,000 con- 
victs to look after. It was here he made his famous experiments 
in the treatment of leprosy with Gurjun oil with such marvellous 
results. This successful treatment was fully noticed by all the 
home and foreign medical journals, and Government ordered it to 
be tried over all India; but the results, so satisfactory at Port Blair 
and many other places, were only partially so in others, from 
the inability to get patients under complete control and manage- 
ment. Although he got no reward beyond the special thanks of 
Government, he had the satisfaction of knowing that hundreds of 
loathsome wretches, weary of life, were restored to comparative 
health and prolonged days. Dr War burton Begbie took notice 
of Dr Dougall's discovery in his address to the British Medical 
Association in 1875. 

In 1875 Dr Dougall left the Andamans and was for some time in 
military charge at Secunderabad. He took a few weeks' holidays, 
and travelled to Simla, to visit his friend General Donald Stewart, 
C.B. (now in command at Candahar), with whom he visited Delhi 
during the preparations for the reception of the Prince of Wales, 
aild in this journey of 4000 miles he photographed some ot fhe scenery of Northern India. In 1876 he was appointed by Lord Northbrook to the permanent charge of the Andamans in 
appreciation of his previous services there. Dr Dougall presented the University of Edinburgh with two skeletons of the Andaman- 
^se, a diminutive and little known race, and at the request of Sir 
Joseph Fayrer, C.S.I., he exerted himself to obtain similar speci- 
mens for the Hunterian Museum of the Royal College of Surgeons, 
London, which possessed nothing more than a skull or two ot these 
people. That this was no easy task may be guessed from the fact, 
that the natives hide their dead in the bush, and the widows weai 
either the skull or lower jaw of their deceased husbands, so that it 
is 

extremely difficult to obtain a complete skeleton. He succeeded 
in sending altogether ten skeletons to London, for which lie re- 

eeived the special official thanks of the College 5 and I rofessor 
1 lower, F.R.S., has written a memoir on the osteology of this race, 
mainly founded on the specimens sent, which is almost ready for 
presentation to the Anthropological Institute for publication. Dr 
Dougall spent part of March 1873 on a scientific cruise amongst the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, in company with the Hon. 
A. O. Hume, Secretary to Government (Ornithologist), Dr Stol- iczka (Palaiontologist to the Geological Survey), Mr Ball (Geo- 
logist), and Mr Wood-Mason (Assistant Curator to the Indian 
Museum). They visited all the islands, and each followed his 
special study. Dr Dougall made an admirable collection of 
specimens illustrative of "the conchology of India, which, along 
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with a series of beautiful photographs of the shells and corals taken 
"by him to a scale, is now in the possession of his brother. At the 
small island of Meroe (Nicobars), Dr Stoliczka very nearly lost 
his life, having got lost in almost impenetrable jungle, and was 
only recovered after many hours of immense effort in cutting 
through the dense vegetation of the island. He had fired his last 

shot, and was found faint and bleeding from his efforts to reach the 
shore. Dr Dougall furnished the first really good photographs of 
the natives of these two groups of islands. Being a total abstainer 
all his professional life from choice, but unpledged, he enjoyed 
remarkably good health, and though hard worked he made a point 
of playing lawn tennis twice or three times a week, both for health 
and pleasure. He lost his third officer, Dr Meredith, lately from 
typhoid, and as there were several other cases in a small com- 

munity of Europeans, a committee of seven doctors was appointed 
to inquire into the cause of the outbreak. He was president of this 
committee, and very soon after he fell a victim to the disease him- 
self. For three weeks the case seemed mild and hopeful, but con- 
gestion of the lungs supervened, and he was cut off in the prime of 
his life of usefulness and self-sacrifice, on the 9th February 1879, 
the very day he completed twenty years' service, and was entitled 
to retire on a well-earned pension. Professor Sanders says of him, 
u Even a stranger to him may appreciate his work and something 
of his worth, but only those who knew him personally can estimate 
the finer qualities of his character and the unselfish nobleness of 
his life." 


