
EXTENSION OF VACCINATION. 

We believe it is the intention of Government very shortly to 

establish a new Circle of Vaccination, the central depot of which 

will be at Darjeeling. The Circle will include Cooch Beliar, 

Purneah, Rungpore, the Bootan Dooars, and Dinagepore. The 

establishment will consist of a European Superintendent, a 

Deputy Superintendent, three native Superintendents, and thirty 
Vaccinators, with 1 writer and 2 peons. 
The Superintendent will probably receive Us. 550 a month. 

The annual expenditure will amount to upwards of 12,000 Ru- 

pees. This scheme is meant to be an experimental one, but it 

is in no way to supersede the present dispensary system of 

vaccination, nor to involve any reduction of establishments 

at present working. 
It was, we believe, in contemplation to have two other Circles, 

the centre of one to be at Shillong, in the Cossyah Ilills, that of 
the other at Ranchee, in the Chota Nagpoor Division. But for 

the present the new experiment will be confined to the Dar- 

jeeling Circle, where vaccination will be perpetuated during the 

hot months when it fails in the plains, and whence good vaccine 

lymph will be distributed throughout all parts cf the Circle. 

There can be no possible doubt that this is a step in the right 
direction, and that the scheme, with a good officer at the head 

of it, must prove a success. 

We arc inclined, however, to regard it as a small fragment of 
a very much larger scheme, which it isiucumbentonthe Govern- 
ment of India to bring into play throughout Bengal. The 

present make-shift arrangements for vaccination in this part 
of India are insufficient, dangerous, and greatly inferior to simi- 
lar schemes in Bombay, the North-Western Provinces, and the 

Punjab. 
A vastly greater expenditure of money must be sanctioned 

for such purposes in Bengal, before public health can be pro- 
perly guarded from the ravages of small-pox. Without such free 

expenditure, the Bengal vaccine system must be regarded as 
futile and contemptible. It is imperatively necessary that the 

workings of this establishment should be greatly extended, more 

particularly as the local and time-honored custom of inoculation 

has, not only in Calcutta and its suburbs, but also in several of 

the adjoining districts, by a prohibitive Legislative Act, been 

entirely put a stop to. 


