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? " 

This large and handsome volume by Baron 
Saneyoshi, f.r.c.s,, Eng., the Director-General of 
the Medical Department of the Imperial Japanese 
Navy, is an able and important contribution 
to the medical history of war, a department of 
medicine to which but few contributions have 
been made. Indeed naval war may be said to 

have no medical history at all ; the lessons <;f 
Trafalgar and Lissa, and of the war between 
Chili and Peru, have been lost to us. For this 
reason, therefore, among others, this volume 
which gives a detailed history of the naval war 
between China and Japan is of special interest 
and value. 
The first impression gained by the reader 

seems to us to be that naval war is even more 
terrible than land war, and naval medical men 
have even a more difficult task to do than their 
confreres on land. Baron Saneyoshi recognises 
this when he writes, " a naval battle is a very 
formidable thing, much more so than a land 

fight, for it consists of either firing big guns, 
ramming, or the discharge of fish-torpedoes, by 
which a whole ship may suddenly be destroj'ed 
or sunk, even when it is simply hit bjr shells 
without exploding. Ship's planks, furniture 
?fec., are destroyed, and many lives are lost, or 
injuries sustained from the flying splinters. 
When the shells explode fearful damage results. 

Occasionally ships hit by shells escape without 
injury to life, but this depends upon the part of 
the ship hit." 

In one ship, the Hiyei, one shot " 

destroy- 
ed her surgery utterly and killed or severely 
wounded the whole of her medical staff." 

The engagements whose history is chronicled 
in this volume are the naval battles, Phung-do, 
and Yalu and the attacks on Tan-chow, Wei-hai- 
Wei, the Pescadores, and certain other bombard- 
ments. Much of the book is devoted to the 

details of the great fight at Yalu which lasted 
from noon till 5 P.M. and ended in the almost entire 
destruction of the Chinese ships. Out of 3,826 
men engaged in that battle on the Japanese side, 
90 were killed and 208 injured by 134 shells. In 
the whole war the Japanese lost 372, and most of 
these wounds were from fragments of shells 
or splinters of wood and iron. The most 

fearful of the injuries incident to naval warfare 
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are the terrible burns, some of which are well 

illustrated in the volume before us. 
_ 

Naturally 
suppuration was extremely common ; in one ship 
a shot had destroyed all the medical and surgical 
appliances, and the wounds had to be dressed 

with rags and machine 
oil. 

After giving accounts of the different en- 

gagements the report discusses the causes of 

the wounds and their classification under the 

following heads :?contusions, contused wounds, 
blind and penetrating wounds, perforated wounds, 
lacerated and mutilated wounds, burns and scalds, 
haemorrhage, nervous symptoms, suppuration, 
gangrene, erysipelas. 
Next chapter, YI, treats of the management 

of the wounded, and Baron Saneyoshi decides 

that as a rule two surgeries should be established, 
one at either end of the ship ; this plan has the 
drawback of dividing up the medical staff; but, 
on the other hand, a single surgery, if destroyed 
by shot as on board the Hiyei, leaves the ship's 
crew entirely without the medical aid so urgently 
needed. We note that in the actual engagement 
the various stretchers were found cumbrous and 

troublesome, and the wounded were carried 

below by hand. 
Another portion of the volume treats of the 

enteric fever, which, however, showed no increase 
over the ratio for peace times, a happy result 
very creditable to the medical officers concerned. 
The description given of the ver}7 thorough 
disinfection of one of the infected ships is worthy 
of study by all military and naval surgeons. 
There was a slight outbreak of cholera, too, 
which took origin, it was supposed, in cer- 

tain hired transports. I here is little to note 

about the remarks upon dysentery except that 
the contagious and infectious nature of the 
disease is distinctly recognised and measures for 
its prevention taken accordingly. The brief notes 
on malaria contain nothing of special interest. 

Space forbids us to linger upon the excellent 
account of the decline and disappearance of 
Kale he or beri-beri from the Japanese navy. 
To conclude, we heartily congratulate Baron 

Saneyoshi and the Surgeons of the Imperial 
Japanese Navy on the production of this unique 
and valuable book. ft ls the first medical 

history of a naval war and may long remain the 
only one, as the losses on the side of the United 
States Navy in the battles which resulted in the 
annihilation of the Spanish Navy Avere too 

trifling to require elaborate record, and the 

Spaniards are scarcely likely to have the inform- 
mation necessary to write the history from their 
point of view. 

The volume is well printed and contains 
numerous illustrations and plans.. 
The book is in some respect a companion 

volume tt> the " Surgical Experiences of the S. 
African War 

" 

by Mr. G. H. Makins, and can be 
strongly recommended to all naval and military 
surgeons. 


