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A CASE OF OSTEOMALACIA. 

By W. H. CAZELY, B.A., m.b., b.s. (Lond.), 

Captain. 

The following case of what is known as a 

rare form of pelvic deformity obstructing labour 
may be of interest. 
The patient?a Maratha (Hindu) woman?was 

admitted to the civil Hospital, Satara, on August 
7th, 1906, at 3-30 P.M., suffering from obstructed 
labour. I was at once sent for by the Hospital 
Assistant. 

I found the patient in labour which had 

begun at 4 A.M. so that she had been in labour 
for twelve hours; a very long time for a native 
woman, especially a multipara. A good many 
"dhais" or native midwives had already 
attempted to deliver her before admission. 

She gave a history of six previous labours; 
the first four quibe natural; the fifth difficult 
and the sixth very difficult. She said she had 
been suffering from "rheumatism" for the last 
two or three years. 
The patient was very deformed. The lower 

extremities were in a condition of extreme 
flexion ; the thighs flexed on the abdomen and 
the legs on the thighs. The limbs, were fixed 
thus and the bones appeared to be quite hard. 

Externally over the sacrum was a well-marked 
depression. 
The vulva was extremely swollen and 

cedematous. 
On vaginal examination the os was found to 

be fully dilated and drawn up ovev the head 
which was presenting. The head could not 
enter the brim of the pelvis and was freely 
moveable above it. There was an enormous 

caput succedaneum. 
The pelvis was a tiiadiate malacostean pelvis. 

The pubes was pushed forward and beak-shaped 
and the pubic arch so narrow that it would only 
admit one finger. The promontory of the sacrum 
was easily felt and also the tubera ischii. The 

pelvis would not allow the hand to be passed 
through it. The bones were not in the least 

pliable but quite hard and fixed. 
Caesarian section was refused. Craniotomy 

was performed, and a small child with some 

difficulty delivered. 
The general condition of the patient was such 

that I thought it best to postpone making exact 
measurements till the next morning, but the 
woman was removed from the hospital by her 
friends in the night. 
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