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Robert James Blair Cunynghame, M.D., F.E.C.S.Ed. 

For a considerable period Dr. Blair Cunynghame 
had n?t been in good 

health and his death, although sincerely regretted, 
was not una.j? 

? 

He never recovered from a serious attack of pemwme yem 
a 

which led to his visiting the Antipodes, and althoug 
1 > 

weak. 
Perform his duties thoroughly, it was obvious that 

his 
increased 

More than one family bereavement afflicted 
him and no doubt; mcrease^ 

his physical troubles, yet he bore sorrow and 
illness brave y 

fully, and struggled on till well nigh the end. _ TTiiiversitv of 

Dr. Blair Cunynghame studied medicine m 
-ppiioW 0f the 

Edinburgh ; he took his M D in 1862, and becam^was in his day 
^?yal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh in 

1866. 
President of 

?ne of the House Surgeons of the Royal Infirmary, 
ant < 

studied 011 

Jhe Royal Medical Society, and immediately 
tbemipon 1 

the Continent. Shortly after graduating he 
entere 

gervin(T with his 
Service, and was gazetted to the Rifle Brigade. settled in 
regiment for some years, l,e resigned his commissionjmd setUea^iii 
practice in Edinburgh, devoting special attention 

to dise 
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a department which was then in its infancy. He became also the 

University Assistant to the late Professor Sanders, and during several 
long illnesses of that distinguished teacher he undertook all the duties of 
the chair with great acceptance. Subsequently he became Physician to 
the Royal Hospital for Sick Children, but on the death of Dr. Robertson, 
which shortly followed his appointment, he was nominated to the post 
of Superintendent of Statistics to the Registrar-General. In this office 

Dr. Blair Cunynghame found his life work, and threw himself with 
enthusiasm into its duties. This was especially the case in the analysis 
of the Census Returns, and the report which he issued on the Census of 
1901 was a masterly piece of work. Those who are conversant with 
vital statistics have pointed out that it is in every respect a model of 

what such a report should be. 
Dr. Blair Cunynghame was for some time Secretary of the Royal 

College of Surgeons, in which office he succeeded his life-long friend, 
Mr. Joseph Bell. As in all other official positions, he filled this onerous 
post to the universal satisfaction of the Fellows of the College, and only 
demitted office in order to undertake the duties of President. In this 

prominent situation, in the glare of that fierce light which beats upon 
the chair, he acquitted himself with gracious dignity and unswerving 
impartiality; in his hands, certainly the Presidentship of the College 
lost none of its distinction. As proprietor of Cronan, he was one of the 
lairds of Perthshire, and was on the Commission of the Peace for that 
county. 

The subject of this sketch was one of the most honourable of men, 
holding lofty ideals of duty, from which he was never known in the 
slightest degree to swerve. A loyal friend in all conditions, a fearless 

opponent when occasion demanded, the embodiment of courtesy in every 
relation, and the soul of generosity in thought and deed,?little wonder 
that, throughout a wide circle, there is deep sorrow over the void left by 
his death. 


