
CONVERSAZIONE AT THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS. 

The President and Fellows of the Royal College of Surgeons held,a conver- sazione on Thursday, January 19tli, in the hall of the College, at which Dr John 
Gairdner, treasurer of the College, delivered an interesting address on e us 
tory of the College. There was a large attendance of members, an in a 1 ion 

many representatives of various public associations. The Universi y commis- 
sioners were represented by Lord Ardmillan, aud the University by 1 rotessors 
Pillans, Simpson, More, Liston, and Traill. Numerous members 01 the College of Physicians were present, including Dr Alexander Wood (1 resident), >i 



sick children's hospital. 779 

Kenton, Dr Craigie, Dr W. T. Gairdner, Dr Haldane, Dr Sanders, and Dr C. 
Wilson. There were also present?of the army and Navy : Dr M'Bain, R.N., 
Dr Anderson, R.N., Sergeant-Major Anderson, Dr Bower (II.M.S. Edinburgh), 
Dr Bourke (Royal Artillery), and Mr Muscroft (West York Rifles) ; of prac- 
titioners from the country : Mr J. Greig (II.M. Indian Service), Dr Strachan of 
Dollar, and Dr Irvine of Pitloclirie; of Town Councillors: Bailie G. Russell, 
Convener Tibbetts, etc.; of the Merchant Company: Mr Charles Cowan 

(Master), Mr Robert Chambers, Mr Peter Scott, Mr James Ritchie, etc.; of the 
Royal Academy : Mr Wr. B. Johnstone, Mr James Archer, Mr William Brodie, 
Mr George Harvey, Mr C. Lees, Mr John Steell, Mr J. Ballantine. Amongst 
other gentlemen we observed Mr D Laing (Signet Library), Mr J. Leslie, C.E., 
Mr Joseph Farquharson, Mr D. Rhind, and the Rev. F. S. Belcombe. 

Visitors were received in the library of the College by Dr Maclagan, the 
President, and afterwards assembled in the spacious lecture-hall. 

The President having, on the part of the College, given a cordial welcome to 
the company, said he hardly thought it necessary to introduce to them so well 
known a friend as Dr Gairdner, who became a member of the College long be- 
fore he (the president) assumed the toga virilis. 

Dr Gairdner, who was received with much applause, then commenced his 
interesting address, containing an elaborate account of the early history of the 
College.?(This valuable address will be published in the next number of the 
Journal.) 
On the conclusion of the lecture, which was repeatedly interrupted by loud 

marks of approbation, 
Lord Ardmillan moved a vote of thanks to Dr Gairdner, and passed a high 

eulogium upon the character of the address with which he had so greatly de- 
lighted the company. The interest of the lecture had been kept up without a 
moment's flagging, and they could not hear any part of it without being satis- 
fied that they were under a debt of gratitude to Dr Gairdner, and he was sure 
they might express a hope that the address might be published, so that the 

public might have an opportunity of reading it. 
Dr Alexander Wood, in seconding the motion, alluded to the fact of Dr 

Gairdner's appearing for the first time as a lecturer, and humorously expressed 
a hope that, as he advanced in life, in this useful capacity, he might not lose 

any of that liveliness of style which was so marked and pleasant a characteristic 
of the address he had given them. In the course of some further observations, 
Dr Wood said he trusted the authorities of the College would take care that Dr 
Gairdner's lecture was published. 
The vote of thanks was then tendered to the lecturer by the President amidst 

loud and general applause, and the company adjourned to the library, where 
refreshments were served. 


