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The present volume is the first of a proposed series 
of monographs in the general field of systematic 
bacteriology. Systematic bacteriology has two principal 
aims or functions which are of importance to the teacher 
and the investigator. The first of these aims is the 
presentation in graphic form of our present conception 
of the phylogeny and of the relationship of various 
groups of bacteria. The second is to give a greater 
degree of stability to names used for particular groups 
of organisms and to prevent unnecessary nomenclatural 
confusion in the literature. 

Bacteriologists can be divided into at least two classes; 
each views the subject from his own particular angle. 
On the one hand the interest of the botanist centres 

on the organism itself, its life phenomena and its 

pedigree, whereas the pathologist, the agricultural 
chemist, etc., view it from the point of view of the 
changes which it produces in tissues and other media. 
Each demands a classification which fits in with his own 

particular point of view. 
The first chapter of the present volume gives a short 

account of various classifications of bacteria that have 
from time to time been adopted; from Mueller's classi- 
fication of the Vermes (1773), which included the 

bacteria, down to the classification according to Bergey 
(1923). One cannot help being struck by the absence 
of the great names familiar to the medical bacteriologist 
from the headings of these classifications. 
The second chapter discusses various codes of 

nomenclature and the suitability of their application to 
bacteriological nomenclature, and is concluded with a 

report of the suggestions and recommendations of the 
Society of American Bacteriologists with regard to 
classification and nomenclature. 

Chapter III, which constitutes more than two-thirds 
of the volume is an alphabetical list of the names which 
have been applied by various authors to designate 
sub-genera, genera or higher groups of bacteria. One 
wonders how many volumes would have been occupied 
had the author treated in the same way the various 
names applied to species. 
The book will prove valuable both to the potential 

offender and to the unfortunate sufferer in the matter 
of bacteriological nomenclature; the former will do 
well to study Chapter II, carefully so that he may not 
add to the confusion, the existence of which Chapters I 
and III demonstrate; the latter will find Chapter III 

extremely useful when he wishes to discover what is 
really meant by any of the loosely-applied generic 
names with winch the literature abounds. 
This volume forms a useful addition to the library 

of any medical bacteriologist and is almost indispensable 
to the systematic bacteriologist who wishes to be up to 
date in the matter of nomenclature. 


