
A Mirror of Hospital Practice. 

A CASE OF SNAKE-SWALLOWING 
IN AN INSANE. 

By PRAKASH CHANDRA DAS, m.b., 

Assistant Surgeon, Ranchi European Lunatic Asylum. 

IT is well known that some insanes swallow 

all kinds of foreign bodies on which they can lay 
their hands. Thus in an article by A. W. Hois- 
holt, M.D., Superintendent, Napa State Hospital, 
Clinical Professor, Psychiatry, Stanford Univer- 
sity, in the April number of the American Journal 
of Insanity of 1918, four cases are mentioned, 
wherein foreign objects have been swallowed to 
the number of (1) 1,149, mostly pins, nails, 
screws, buttons, small pebbles and pieces of glass, 
(2) 23 pieces of glass and a button, (3) a spoon 
and six bed springs and (4) two handles of tea 
spoons, respectively. 
The following case is described owing to its 

extreme rarity, as we have not come across a 

similar case in the literature. 

j. B. P., a European male, aged 42, trans- 

ferred to this Asylum from Agra on the 11th 
October, 1918. 

His physical health is excellent. 

Wassermann reaction?Absolutely negative. 
Diagnosis?Dementia prsecox. 

. On the morning of the 31st July, 1920, 
immediately after he had passed stools in a com- 
mode in the ward, about 8 inches of a snake was 
found in his stools but minus its head.- Every 
care was taken during investigation that no 

deception was practised either by the patient 
himself or anybody else. Either the head was 
removed before it was swallowed or passed in a 
previous stool. 
The snake was identified by Mr. S. W. Kemp 

of the Indian Museum as a Tropidonotus 
stolatus (Linn.)?a non-poisonous fresh-water 
snake. 

Only a month before this he was bitten by a 
snake for which he was treated with antivenene 

injections. The symptoms were evidently those 
of krait (cceruleus) poisoning. 

Before admission into an asylum he was bitten 
twice by snakes?once by a cobra and again by 
an unknown variety; for the first, he was treated 
with antivenene and for the second, no treatment 
was available. 

It is interesting to note that this patient is 

always in search of snakes?nearly half-a-dozen 
times snakes were found in his pockets and 

socks?mostly grass snakes. 
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Once his pockets were turned out and the 

following were found :? 
Two lizards, a mouse and a grass snake, with a 

sparrow on his head, covered over by his hat. 
Lastly, only a fortnight ago, four glass beads 

were found in his stools. 
His pockets, etc., are searched every day before 

he sroes to bed at night. 


