
THE LATE MR ROBERT BROWN. 

In the obituary of the Times, Saturday 12th June, occurs the name of one 
of those luminaries of science, whose modest and retiring worth was little 
known to the general public, but who was all the more highly appreciated in 
those scientific circles of which he was so distinguished an ornament. The 
late Robert Brown was the son of a Scottish Episcopalian clergyman, and was 
born at Montrose on the 21st December 1773. Ilis academical education was 

acquired first at Marischal College, Aberdeen, and subsequently at the University 
of Edinburgh, where he completed his medical studies in 1795, and in the same 
year accompanied a Scotch Fencible Regiment, in the double capacity of Ensign 
and Assistant-Surgeon, to Ireland. His intense love and peculiar aptitude for 
botanical study had already developed itself, and recommended him to the 
notice of Sir Joseph Banks, who continued through life to be his sincere and 
ardent friend. On Sir Joseph's recommendation, and attracted by the more 
than golden promise which the then unexplored regions of New Holland held 
out to the botanical inquirer, he threw up his commissions, and in 1801 em- 
barked as naturalist in the expedition under Captain Flinders for the survey of 
the Australian coasts. From this expedition he returned to England in 1805, 
bringing with him nearly 4000 species of plants, a large proportion of which 
were entirely new to science. His memoirs on " Asclepiadea) and Proteacere," 
in the transactions of the Linmean Society, his " Prodromus Florae Novae Hol- 
lands,vol. I., published in 1810, and his " General Remarks, Geographical 
and Systematical, on the Botany of Terra Australis," published in 1814, re- 
vealed to the scientific world how great a master in botanical science had arisen 
among us. It is not our purpose here to enter into anything like a detailed 
account of the numerous memoirs contained in the transactions of societies, 
and in the appendices to the most important books of travels or voyages of dis- 
covery in which he shed new and unexpected light on many of the most diffi- 
cult problems in the reproduction, the anatomy, the distribution, the characters, 
and the affinities of plants. It is sufficient to say, that the universal consent 
of botanists recognised the title conferred upon him by his illustrious friend 
Alexander von Humboldt, of " Botanicorum facile Princepsand that nearly 
every scientific society, both at home and abroad, considered itself honoured by 
the enrolment of his name in the list of its members. After the death of Dry- 
ander in 1810, he received the charge of the noble library and splendid collec- 
tions of Sir Joseph Banks, who bequeathed to him their enjoyment for life. 
At a later period they were, with his assent, transferred to the British Museum, 
and for the last thirty years he has been Keeper of Botany in that national 
establishment. He received, also, during the Administration of Sir Robert 
Peel, a pension of L.200 per annum, in recognition of his distinguished merits. 
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In 1833, he was elected one of the eight foreign associates of the Academy of 
Sciences of the Institute of France, his competitors being Bessel, Yon Buch, 
Faraday, Herschell, Jacobi, Meckel, Mitscherlich, Oersted, and Plana. In 
1839, the Council of the Royal Society awarded the Copley medal, the highest 
honour at their disposal, " for his discoveries during a series of years on the 
subject of vegetable impregnation;' and in 1849, he became President of the 
Linnsean Society, of which he had been in earlier life for many years librarian. 
With his faculties unclouded to the last, he died on the 10th inst., surrounded 
by his collections, in the room which had formei'ly been the library of Sir 
Joseph Banks. His^ funeral took place on the loth inst., at the cemetery at 
Kensal Green, to which it was attended by a numerous concourse of his scien- 
tific and personal friends. 


