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Among the many text-books on the subject of physical 
diagnosis and clinical methods that have come under our 

notice, the present work by Dr. J. Graham Brown undoubtedly 
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ranks as one of the best. The subject is one which is difficult 
to treat in a systematic way, and which is best taught by and 
learned from demonstrations in the wards, at which students 
have an opportunity of using their eyes, ears, and hands for 
themselves. While, however, this is admitted, no one will 

deny that the student may be greatly benefited by having a 
good text-book beside him to which he can refer in reflecting 
over a past, or preparing for a future, demonstration, and such 
a book he has in that now under consideration. 
The first chapter deals with 

" the general aspect, condition, 
and circumstances of a patient," and the remaining ones go 
over, in great detail, the methods of examining the different 
organs and functions of the body. In all works of this kind 
there is, as a rule, some degree of sameness in the method of 
treatment and in the arrangement of the facts discussed, and in 
certain parts the present one is no exception to the rule. While, 
therefore, we do not think that there is anything in the book 
which will not be found in most of the other good manuals of 
clinical medicine, yet the facts and theories are stated in such 
clear and concise language, and the arrangement adopted is so 
good, that the work cannot fail to recommend itself to the 
student. Besides, the teacher who is engaged in the conduct 
of small tutorial classes in the wards of an infirmary, feels the 
need of a good book, not only for the purpose of recommend- 
ing it to his students, but also to help him in arranging the 
plan of his demonstrations; and for either of these purposes 
we do not think he will be disappointed with Dr. Brown's work. 

Personally we have been greatly pleased with it, and have 
had, and will have, much pleasure in recommending it to 
students. 


