
COMPOUND DEPRESSED FRACTURE OP 

SKULL WITH APHASIA AND PARA- 

LYSIS OF THE RIGHT UPPER LIMBS: 

RECOVERY. 

By Surgeon D. Basu, 
Officiating Civil Surgeon, Purulia. 

Arjoon, a Hindu male, aged 20, was admitted into hos- 
pital on the 28th of October last. Two days_ before his 

admission he was struck on the bead with a Icithi. 

On receiving the injury he fell insensible to the ground, 
and remained in a senseless con lition for two days. He 

was gradually recovering his senses on the third day when 
he was brought in. . 

On admission it was round that he had a somewhat 

vacant' expression, bis pupils were slightly contracted ; 

tongue clean and moist, slightly pointing to the left when 

protruded. The man was sensible, but dull and unable to 
answer questions, though he seemed to understand them 

fairly. He could express his desires by hints and ges- 

tures 
' 

but was unable to pronounce articulate words, 
his only reply being 

" Yaam." His right upper limb was 
completely paralysed, but there were no marks of injury 
to the limb, or to the neck. No paralysis of the lower 

extremities or of the left upper limb; 110 injury to 

the chest or abdomen. Had 110 fever ; his pulse was 
small and feeble. 
He had a contused wound, about 1J inches long, * an 

inch broad and fth of an inch deep, on the head a little in 
front of and internal to, the left parietal protuberance. 
At the bottom of the wound a depressed fracture of the 

skull was felt. There were no marks of bleeding from 
the ear or nose. His left eye was ecchymosed. The 

wound was in good condition. No loose bones could 

be felt. 

The head having been shaved, the wound was washed 
with carbolic lotion and was covered with lint soaked in 
carbolic oil. Cold water application was ordered to the 
head. A castor oil draught was given at once and the 
following mixture subsequently :? 

Anunon. carl), gr. iij. 
Spirit chloroform 11), xs. 
Aqute Ji. every hour, 

and milk and sago diet. 
29<A.?In the same state as yesterday ; no fever ; one 

stool. Continue medicine. 
30^.?No fever, no stool : answers more intelligently. 

Pronounces the name of his village as " ourbelle" instead 
of " Khospol", and his own name as "arrami." Con- 
tinue. 

2nd Nov.?Is more intelligent ; no fever ; pulse good ; 

paralysis as before. Continue milk diet. 
5th.?Is improving; paralysis as before. Continue 

mixture every 3 hours. 
6th.?Pronounced his name as 

" 
arrayoon wound 

healing. Continue every 6 hours. 
9th.?Can lift his right arm ; complains of pain in the 

limb. Soap liniment to be rubbed. 
12th.?Transferred to the Jail Hospital; was discharged 

from hospital in a few days ; an examination of the head 
showed a depression of ]th of an inch.on the part where 
the wound was. 

This case appears to me to be of importance on 
account of the peculiar consequence of pressure of the 
depressed bone?I mean the paralysis only of the upper 
limb opposite to the side of the head injury ; and 
the loss of the power of speech. That this latter was not 
the result of piralysis of the laryngeal muscles is evi- 

dent, for he had no difficulty in deglutition or respiration ; 
and there was nothing wrong inside the larynx, because his 
voice was not broken and breathing was quite natural. 
So it must have been due to the temporary suspension of 
the functions of the faculty of speech which is supposed 
to have its seat in the left cerebrum about the 3rd frontal 
convolution. It is also stated that paralysis of the right 
upper limb alone does accompany aphasia. In this case 
the aphasia got well first and then the paralysis of arm. 

rurulia, 15th December 1879. 


