
REPORT ON PREVENTIVE MEASURES ADOPTED 
AT DINAPORE TO MITIGATE AN EPIDEMIC OP 
CHOLERA. 

By Surgeon J. E. Tuson, M.D., F.R.C.S. 

The measures adopted at Dinapore to obviate an epidemic 
of cholera, appear to me so interesting that I venture to bring 
them before the notice of the profession. 
From the beginning of December 1872 to about the 15th, 

cases of cholera were continually occurring in the bazar, 
and occasionally in cantonments ; and on the loth the outbreak 
culminated in fourteen or fifteen cases in one day. I then 

thought that speedy action to arrest the disease, if possible, was 
necessary, and the following hygienic measures were strictly 
unforced :? 

Wood-fires were burned at 50 yards apart throughout the 
bazar, and powdered sulphur sprinkled on them. A cordon 

of such fires was established between cantonments and the 

bazar; and as it was apparent that the disease had been 

imported from Patna, a cordon also was placed between that 

city and the bazar. These fires were continuously burned 

during the night of the lolh, and two days afterwards, and I 

personally inspected them. 
It is a remarkable and significant fact that contemporaneously 

with the sulphur fires being burned, the cholera disappeared, 
and for ten days after not a single case presented itself; and 
since then Dinapore has been remarkably free from the disease. 
A temporary cholera hospital for isolation of cases was 

established on the island in the middle of the river. Quaran- 
tine was also observed, by causing the bazar people to make a 
detour round cantonments; and several people, such as box 

vendors and ekka-drivers, prohibited from entering canton- 

ments. The soldiers, also, were proscribed from visiting the 
bazar. 

These sanitary measures were attended, I am happy to say, 
with most beneficial results; the disease appeared to fall into 

decadence, and did not spread into cantonments. 
One man only of the 96th Regiment died from cholera, but 

he was debilitated by previous disease. 
I cannot help reverting to the marked beneficial results of 

the sulphur fires. The disease appeared to be arrested at once, 
and the inhabitants of the bazar were so fully impressed 
with the efficacy of the measure, that they voluntarily burned 
the fires before their own houses. 
The fumes of the sulphur were perceptible all through the 

bazar, and must have been sufficiently strong to destroy any 
bacteria, or cholera germs in the atmosphere, should such exist. 

At .all events, it is an interesting fact that the disease appears 
to have been entirely arrested by the measures adopted. 

Dinapoiik, February, 1873. 


