
A CASE OF TETANUS, TREATED BY 
SERUM ANTITETANNIQUE. 
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The patient had a history of a fall, when 
there was a slight abrasion on the foot a week 

previous to the attack. About a week after 
this incident the patient complained of stiffness 
of the neck and difficulty in moving the jaw 
and twitching of the limbs. On the 7th of 
October the arms were straight and could not 
he bent and were tightly drawn to the side ; the 
muscles of the back and the abdomen were tense, 
and the patient when lifted up was as stiff as 
a board. 

Profuse perspiration was of frequent occur- 
rence, and there were sudamina on the brow. 
Risus sai'donicus was present, and the head could 
not be turned. The temperature was 100? F. 
Chloral and bromides were, prescribed and serum 
antitoxin telegraphed for. 

8tJi October.?Patient is in the same state, and 
the bromide treatment was continued. Great 

difficulty experienced in swallowing liquids. 
Sunday, 9tk October.?As the serum had 

arrived, small doses of it were injected every four > 
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hours during the (Lay and the night. The profuse 
sweating continues, and the patient's muscles 
are in the same spasmodic condition. Tempera- 
ture 101 6? F. Still unable to open the mouth, 
the angles being retracted. 
Monday, 10?/i October.?The belly is some- 

what puffed out and tense, and a soap-and-water 
enema was prescribed, with the result that the 

bowels moved freely and a dead worm was 

found in the motion. The serum treatment 

was continued, and santonine and calomel was 

prescribed internally. 
Tuesday, 11 th October.? The bowels moved 

freely and the motion contained two worms. 

Still no improvement in the tetanic symptoms, 
the back being as stiff as ever, and the Risus 

Sardonicus continues. Injections continued. 
Wednesday, 12th October.?The patient was 

able to swallow conjee and milk, and the mouth 
can be opened very slightly. The abdominal 
muscles are less tense, and the fingers are not so 
stiff. The morning temperature is 100? F. and 

evening temperature 102? F. Bowels moved 
once: and the motions were blood-stained and 
contained mucus. Injections continued. 

Thursday, 13th October.?The tongue can now 
be protruded and the mouth partially opened. 
The fingers of both hands can be moved. A 

pint of milk was swallowed in the morning and 
the evening with less difficulty. Fever was still 

present. Treatment continued. 

Friday, 14dh October.?The stiffness of the 
back is wearing off, and the head can be moved 
slightly, the arms can be bent at the elbow, and 
the extension of the feet is less marked. The 

temperature normal. Injections continued. 
Saturday, 15th October.?The symptoms are 

abating, and the feet can be moved and the hands 
raised to the shoulder. The legs can be moved 
apart, and the mouth opens easily, and difficulty 
of swallowing is gone. Serum treatment is 
discontinued. Catarrh of the bowel cured. 

Sunday, 16th October.?Convalescence conti- 
nued. 
Remarks?The patient continues well. During 

the treatment the patient had several carbolic 

baths, and all scars and scabs were carefully 
treated antiseptically to remove the possibility 
of any continued growth of the tetanus bacillus 
locally. The patient's recovery is undoubtedly 
due to the treatment adopted. 

Hospital Assistant Abdul Hakim was in 
immediate charge of the case. 


