
To the Editor, The Indian Medical Gazette. 

Sir,?After reading the editorial in your issue for last 
July, dealing with the problems of rabies, I am prompted 
to forward to you particulars of the following incident. 
On the morning of the 18th February, 1927, a rabid 

jackal appeared in the town of Shahganj and began to 
attack all and sundry. Its victims were either persons 
sleeping on the roadside or those going to their work. 
No less than eight persons (four males and four females) 
came to this dispensary, having been bitten by this animal, 
who showed tooth marks or superficial scratches inflicted 
by it. 
One of these patients had ultimately killed the jackal 

by blows from his lathi, but in doing so, had received 
a deep wound on his left arm. 
The wounds of all eight patients were immediately 

cauterised with pure carbolic acid and dressed, and the 
patients were advised to go to Kasauli for antirabic 
treatment. The man who killed the jackal, however, 
refused to go. 
On the 1st June, 1927, I was called to see a patient 

in the town, and on enquiry learnt that he was one of 
the eight who had been bitten by the rabid jackal on 
the 18th February. He had not gone to Kasauli. He 
had developed hydrophobia, and died within three days 
of the first onset of symptoms. This man had received 
only a superficial scratch on the tip of his right index 
finger. 
Up to the date of writing this note, the fiye other 

patients who did not go to Kasauli have remained quite 
well. 

Points of interest in the case are: 

(1) The patient who developed hydrophobia had only 
a mere superficial scratch on the finger, whereas the 
man who had killed the jackal had received a severe and 
deep wound; was not treated at Kasauli; and yet has 
not developed hydrophobia. 

(2) The incubation period in the fatal case was 

about 3? months. According to Taylor's Practice of 
Medicine, the incubation period of hydrophobia is usually 
about 2 to 9 weeks, but sometimes several months. 

(3) The mortality amongst the untreated in this 
instance comes to 1 in 6; or about 17 per cent. 

I am keeping the other persons bitten under observa- 
tion ; both treated and untreated. 

In conclusion I would like to thank Rai Bahadur Dr. 
Her Prasad for allowing me to send these notes for 

publication.?Yours, etc., 
R. A. SARAN, 
Medical Officer. 

Shahganj Dispensary, 
Jaunpur, U. P. 
zytn July, iy^/. 

(Note.?Dr. Saran's letter is admirable in its details 
of facts observed. If other correspondents would but 
send us similar authenticated details of cases observed, 
we believe that evidence of very considerable value with 
regard to the real incidence of rabies amongst the 
untreated could be compiled.?Ed., I. M. G.) 


