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A pyrexiae pneumonia is not an uncommon 

occurrence in general practice. Some of the 
sudden deaths after two days' slight fever 

might be the result of such a condition. Un- 
less every such case is subjected to a post- 
mortem examination, the rate of actual death 
from the pneumonia cannot be correctly 
estimated. 

Case No. 1.?A middle-aged man of about 35. pre- 
viously hale and healthy, was seized at about 3 a.m. 

one morning with a slight pain in the chest. By 6 a.m. 
the pain became severe and he was just preparing to 
start for the out-patient clinic when he got an attack 
of sudden pain and had to lie down. There followed 
some convulsive movements of the body with eye-balls 
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rolling, struggling of arms and legs, foaming at the 
mout'h, and in a few minutes, he was dead. On post- 
mortem examination there were typical signs of pneu- 
monia of one lung, the beginning of grey hepatization. 
His condition before post-mortem examination never 

gave even the slightest clue that he was suffering 
from pneumonia. The temperature soon after (10 
minutes after) death was 100?F. But for the post- 
mortem examination, his death would have been classi- 
fied under some fit of cerebral origin. 
Case No. 2.?Patient aged about 30 had attended the 

out-patient clinic the previous day for slight fever and 
headache. He was given the routine mixture for fever 
(diaphoretic) and sent away. He worked that day. 
Just before meal-time, at about noon, he was going to 
take his food, but on the way fell down fainting and, 
before anything could be done, expired. But for the 
post-mortem examination which revealed definite signs 
of pneumonia just like the first case, he too would have 
been considered to have died of heart-failure due to, 
say, 

" flu." 


