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CASES FROM PRACTICE. 

By Surgeou J. E. Tcrsox, M.D., F.R.C.S. 

Bundaii Nussee, Sepoy, Regimental No. 1865, 6tli Company, 
2nd Js'ative Li^lit Infantry. 

2,oth October 1872.?This man was admitted into hospital 
wit.li severe erysipelatous inflammation of the left foot. He 
stales that he injured his foot by his shoe not fitting properly, 
and this brought on an ulcer, which was the original cause 

of the inflammation. Despite all treatment by fomentation, 
leeches, &,<?., the whole of the skin and cellular tissue of the 
anterior portion of the foot became in a complete state of 
sphacelus, and exposed the tendons and vessels ol that portion 
ot the foot. 
The ulcer was of large dimensions, and I determined on the 

treatment by transplantation of skin. A piece of skin was taken 
from the inner side of the arm, and divided into about fifteen 
small pieces; these were engrafted on the surface ot the ulcer. 
At. the end of about a week several small islands of skin were 
eeen throwing out or^anizable lymph for cicatrization; these 

independent spots gradually increased in size and coalesced 
with the peripheral cicatrix of the ulcer. The whole wound 

healed 111 anout six weeks, and considering the extent of the 
nicer, this was remarkably quick. 
HjtMAitKS.?The advantages of skin-engrafting are, I think, 

the following:? 

Speedy cicatrization.?The contraction is less tlmn if it heal- 
ed only from the margin of the wound, and consequently there 
is less deformity. The new skin appears to me more firm and 
less liable to subsequent ulceration. 

Regimental No. 2039: name, Lutchim Sing ; age, last birth- 
day, 28 years ; station, Dinapore. 

iith June.?This patient was admitted with obstinate consti- 
pation, which resisted the ordinary purgative treatment. A 
few days after his admission, lie had violent colic of such a 

severe nature that he tossed and rolled about in a most distress- 

ing manner. Magnesias sulph. 3ij., aquse 51]. was prescribed 
every two hours, and fomentation to the abdomen. The sul- 

phate of magnesia had the effect of relieving the bowels, as 
I always find it does in such cases, but the colic continued to a 
very severe extent. 

20th.?The excessive pain continuing, I determined 011 

giving belladonna combined with the sulphate of magnesia, 
as he always appeared to be worse when there was not a free 

action of the bowels. After the first two doses of belladonna 

lie appeared much relieved ; but as he appeared in a critical 

state, i asked Dr. Francis, Deputy Inspector-General of Hospi- 
tals to kindly see him with me. Dr. Francis, thinking that 

enteritis might set in, advised the application of leeches to 

the abd'omen. Twelve were accordingly applied, and the bella- 
donna continued without the sulphate of magnesia. 
The man steadily improved ; the spasms being much less 

severe, but still continuing, a belladonna plaster was ordered 
over the abdomen, which caused considerable relief. 

21 st.?Belladonna plaster to be re-applied to abdomen, and 
belladonna internally combined with sulphate of magnesia and 

chyretta. Strong soup ordered as he was weak. 
22nd.?Decidedly better. 
23rd.?Still has a recurrence of pain. Continue mixture. 

25th.?Pain entirely subsided, and he was discharged well. 
UuMAEKS.?This case is, I think, a good illustration of severe 

spasm of the muscular fibres of the intestine. I viewed it as 

such from the commencement of the case, and the administra- 

tion of belladonna appeared to have a marked effect. Many 
years ago I published a case of spasmodic stricture of lhe 

urethra treated by the local application of belladonna, which 
exemplified the marked effect this powerful drug has in allaying 
spasm. I apprehend that the belladonna exercised the same 
influence in this case. 


