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This book is a departure from the usual 

literature on syphilis. It is written for medical 
men other than specialists in dermatology and 
serology. It teaches syphilology boldly, without 
the conventional restraints : negative WR in 

secondary syphilis does not occur; provocative 
test gives no help; a small inoculation of 

spirochetes may produce the disease without a 
chancre (established by animal experiments and 
cases); treatment is not necessary always and 
an old man with a history but nothing more 
than a positive WR is to be congratulated, not 
treated; and a natural cure*is possible. These 
are the samples of goods the book delivers. 
The treatment gives in all details all that is 

known at present : the conservative treatment 
for cases physically below par; the fever treat- 
ment; the intensive treatment which perhaps 
has been too intensive in its trial at the 
Vanderbilt Medical School; the penicillin treat- 
ment which of course is still to be weighed (one 
feels it will not be found wanting); and a 

combined treatment. Attention has been drawn 
to the therapeutic paradox and its prevention 
(scarring in healing may ruin a structure). 
The unique features of the book are : (1) 

Case reports. They, with appropriate pictures 
and colloquial expression, take the reader, magic 
carpet wise, to the clinic at Vanderbilt and 
enable him to hear the author demonstrating. 
(2) Statistics of the various incidences of 
syphilis. They have been collected by up-to- 
date methods and in recent years. Syphilis of 
the stomach is not a rarity, for instance. 
What makes the book specially useful in 

India is that the author's clinic has collected 
its material mostly from patients who are either 
' 

indigent or fall into the lowest income levels 
Such are most of our hospital patients in India. 
A complete divorce between syphilology and 

dermatology is typified under annular syphilids 
(pp. 128-130). The usual distinction from 

pityriasis rosea is not even mentioned. Perhaps 
the distinction wills save time and reassure the 

patient. The author's policy, however, is com- 

patible with the omission : he will not call any 
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rash syphilitic without a serological test which 
according to him is bound to be positive in 

secondary syphilis. One agrees. A case of 

syphilis, however, may develop pityriasis rosea 
during treatment and may feel disappointed 
with the treatment. Dermatology cannot be 
divorced from syphilis conveniently. 
The text is remarkably free from errors. The 

paper could be thinner. 
References are plentiful and given, with- 

out cutting across the thread of thought, with 
full titles of the communications. 
The book is a notable contribution to the 

knowledge of syphilology and should be widely 
read. The price is reasonable. 

S. D. S. G. 


