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A Hindu woman, forty years of age, was 

admitted to hospital on October 9tli, 1913, com- 
plaining of pelvic pain and of discharge from a 
sinus in the suprapubic region, for the past 
eighteen months. The sinus admitted a probe 
downward and toward the left for a short distance 

and was surrounded by a considerable area of 

induration which was quite tender. A similar 

indurated mass was found in the upper part of the 
left buttock, from which a purulent discharge had 
come at intervals for the past year. 

On vaginal examination the fundus was found 
to be fixed to the anterior abdominal wall opposite 
the inner end of the sinus. The cervix pointed 
backward and was firmly fixed in its supravaginal 
portion to a hard ridge which extended downward 
and toward the left side of the pelvis. By 
rectum the same mass was felt, close to the 

bowel and apparently attached to the sacrum. 

There was marked tenderness and some bleeding 
from the uterus on manipulation. Under an anaes- 

thetic the sinus in the abdominal wall was 

enlarged and explored, and at the inner end the 
probe came in contact with a hard mass suggesting 
bone or metal. On introducing a sound into the 
uterus the same tiling was felt. The posterior 
lip of the cervix was then split and after some 

difficulty the foreign body was removed through 
the vagina. 

It was found to be a zinc rod inches in 

length and ? inch in diameter, tapering slightly 
from the middle. It had perforated the posterior 
wall of the uterus about the level of the internal 

os, the anterior end passing through the fundus, 
while the posterior end lay against the left side 
of the sacrum, under the indurated area in the 

buttock. 

The sinuses were curretted and packed, and 
recovery was uneventful. 

An instrument similar to this is known to be 

frequently used by dais to produce abortions, 
but no history of its being introduced could be 
obtained. 


