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MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE IN INDIA. 

The contributions to the study of medico- 

legal subjects by Dr. Coull Mackenzie, winch 

have recently been appearing iu the Indian 

Medical Gazette are well deserving of careful 

perusal and attention; for they toucli on matters 

upon which any medical man practising in 

India, might suddenly be called on to express 
an opinion. In the event of such a call, the 

medical man would find the information and 

data at his disposal in the ordinary standard 

works to be of a very meagre and doubtful 

nature. He would discover that full and ac- 

curate information concerning the various 

changes which take place in the body at or af- 

ter death and the period at which these changes 

appear, as effected by local influences, are want- 

ino- ? and that he would require to be guided 
more by theoretical considerations than by a 

knowledge or record of facts based on a long 

series of observations. To medical men eu- 

o-ao-ed iu medico-legal work in different parts 
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of India a description of the various changes 
referred to, and of the post mortem appearances 
found in cases of death by hanging, strangula- 
tion, throttling, drowning, &c., would be of the 

utmost value. Hitherto, much of the information 

relied on has been derived from the observation 

of workers in other countries. A standard of 

comparison has thus been set up for India, de- 

fective in not being adapted to the great differ- 
ences which the conditions of climate are likely 
to produce. 

Iu the notes by Dr. Coull Mackenzie pub- 
lished in our June number, ou the phenomena 
occurring after death, it is shown that important 

facts relating to muscular irritability, com- 

mencement of cadaveric rigidity, duration of 

cadaveric rigidity, order of its appearance and 

disappearance do not coincide with what we 

are accustomed to meet with in cold and temper- 
ate climates. It is further shown that the period 
of the appearance of cadaveric lividity and the 

appearance of putrefaction in its various stages 
of discoloration, vesication, appearance of mag- 

gots, and evolution of gases has a distinct 

history of its own. We might also call atten- 
tion to the circumstance that in cases of 

drowning the time at which the body comes to 
the surface proves to be much sooner after 

death in this country than in Europe. 
Many of the above changes differ both in 

point of time and order from what is commonly 
found in Europe and described in the standard 

works of Devergie, Casper and other well-kuown 
medical jurists, such as Tidy, Woodman and 

Tidy, Taylor, Ogston aud Gruy, and which in all 

importaut medico-legal cases are relied on by 
the court, and quoted by expert witnesses, as 
authorities. 

The recognition of these differences becomes 

extremely important in medico-legal cases. For 
example in a question as to the length of time 
that has elapsed since death, correct data con- 

cerning these differences are essential, for on this 

point the whole question of the innocence or 

guilt of the accused may turn, and any mistake 

made, or too great reliance placed upon evidence 
as to the time of appearance of phenomena in 
similar cases in countries with totally different 
climates, may mislead both judge and jury, 
and be the cause of a miscarriage of justice. So 

important is this subject that we venture to call 

the attention of the profession in India to it, and 
if some of our readers, especially the civil sur- 

geons of large and important districts in diffex-- 
ent parts of India, would record their valu- 

able observations, gathered from an extensive 

and varied experience of medico-legal cases, 
it would tend to extend our knowledge on 
a perplexing subject aud would help to give 
more definiteness and accuracy to medico- 

legal evidence in our Indian law courts. Such 

accuracy would uot only be a benefit to the 
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public, but to the bench and legal profession. 
Iu fact we might go further, and suggest to the 

Indian Government the advisability of appoint- 
ing some specially selected assistant surgeons 

to take and record observations under the <juid- 

ance of experienced medical officers. These ob- 

servations to be of much worth should extend 

over a period of not less than two years. The 

cost would be very small as compared with the 

advantages gained. In European countries no 
such procedure as that advocated would be 

needed, for there are always to be found plenty 
of medical men of leisure possessing talents and 
tastes for research. With opportunity these 

men are themselves the pioneers in investiga- 
tions of all kinds, and among whom may be in- 

cluded the distinguished observers already men- 

tioned. But in India it is different; the medi- 

cal men here have neither the time nor the 

means to devote themselves exclusively to origi- 
nal work, and hence, in such an important 
matter as that now dealt with, on account of 

the peculiar conditions which exist in the country, 
the necessity arises of Government undertak- 

ing that which under other conditions would 
O 

be done by individual effort. 


