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In the presence of an accident or other affec- 
tion threatening life, an urgent surgical opera- 
tion may become necessary. In such cases the 

age of the patient may influence the prognosis, 
but not the necessity for immediate operation- 
In a patient suffering from strangulated hernia 
or depressed fracture of the skull or from some 
tumour of the body one would not hesitate to 

operate because the patient was aged. 
Cose.?An old man, some 80 years of age was 

admitted to the Phagwara Hospital, Kapurthala 

State, in February 1922, with the following 
ton-. Twenty-five years previously he had notice 

' 



Feb., 1926.] INTERESTING CASES: GHOSH DASTIDAR. 69 

that the left testicle appeared to be larger t ian le 

right. It increased very gradually in size, un 1^ 
ultimately a blister formed on its most depen eru 
part; this ruptured, and foul smelling semi- ui 

matter escaped of a brick-red colour. His con 

dition on admission was as shewn in the p 10 o 

graph. 
. 

A diagnosis of adenoma testis haying een 

made, he was thoroughly overhauled with regarc 
to his heart, lungs, kidneys, etc., and appeare 
to be a fair operative risk. The operation was 
conducted in a very poorly equipped dispensary, 
with no assistant except a compounder, w 10 
chloroform anaesthesia, and as rapidly as possi e 

to reduce risk. The parts were thoroughly 
cleansed, a tumour-like mass dissected out, an a 

drainage tube inserted into the dependent par . 

1 he patient made an uneventful recovery. ea 

ing by granulation was naturally 
_ 
very slow in a 

Patient of this age, but he was discharged cure, 
on the 40th day. 
The case illustrates the powers of recovery in 

an old man whose cardiac, pulmonary and rena 
systems were still in good order. A patient ot 

30 or 40 years of age with defective organs 
would have been a worse operative risk. Even 
in advanced age it is often possible to perform 
necessary operations; should a general anaesthetic 
be contra-indicated, a local one can be substi- 

tuted ; whilst a semi-sitting position can be substi- 
tuted for the dorsal decubitus. 


