
CHEMICAL METHODS IN CLINICAL MEDICINE: 
THEIR APPLICATION AND INTERPRETATION 
WITH THE TECHNIQUE OF THE SIMPLE TESTS. 
?By G. A. Harrison, B.A., M.D., B.Ch. (Cantab.)> 
M.R.C.S. (Eng.), L.R.C.P. (Lond.). Second Edi- 
tion. 1937. J. and A. Churchill, Limited, London. 
Pp. xi plus 585, with 3 coloured plates and 
86 illustrations. Price, 21s. 

A quarter of a century ago the chemical pathologist 
was a novelty, even oil the staff of a general hospital, 
and we remember the lifted eyebrows when the 
predecessor to the author of the book under review was 
appointed to one of London's largest hospitals. Times 
have, however, changed and the help of the chemical 
pathologist, or biochemist as he is now -more often 
called, is more important to most physicians than that 
of the bacteriologist. Nor do we believe that he has 
yet reached the peak of his usefulness. 
The great advances that have been made during the 

last seven years have necessitated complete revision and 
considerable expansion of this book. Amongst the sec- 
tions that have been revised is that on the van den 

Bergh test: the old cut-and-dried explanation of the 
' direct' and 

' indirect' reaction??' non-direct' would be 
a better term, the author considers?is given, but 
rather as a matter of history and without any conviction 
that it is the right one?in fact with a fair degree of 

certainty that it is not. For practical purposes he con- 
siders the 'indirect' test one of considerable value, but 
the 'direct' one liable to misinterpretation. 
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The description of gastric analysis is very clear and 
there are some helpful 

' 

tips' which other books usually 
omit ; there is also a useful table of the gastric findings 
in different conditions. Uffelmann's test for lactic acid 
is given. The next paragraph opens with the statement 
that ' 

qualitative tests for lactic acid are unsatis- 

factory'; it seems probable that this is a misprint for 
' 

quantitative 

Fouchet's test for bilirubin in the urine is given and 
is illustrated by a coloured plate. 
A few important references are given at the end of 

most of the chapters; this is a point where more com- 
pleteness would be welcomed by, we believe, most 

readers. 
On the whole it is a very practical and generally 

useful book which we can strongly recommend to both 
physicians and biochemists. 

L. E. N. 


