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This is a meaty book. Its 190 pages and 129 tables are 

crammed with facts about boys?1,349 of them. It is easy enough 
to collect a batch of facts from a selected set of boys, ones who are 
ready to talk. But it is a herculean labour to dig out specific facts 
from all the boys of a particular group who will linclude the tongue 
tied, the lazy, the shy, the facetious, the forgetful and the plain 
nit-wit. This, however, is just what the authors of "The Young 
Wage Earner" have succeeded in doing: and it as well to emphasise 
the fact in view of some of the criticisms which have been levelled 
at the book. Another thing?they have presented their mass of 
facts in an admirably straight-forward manner. They open with a 
few pages about the purpose of their study and the methods they 
used. Then they proceed to a long summary, very clearly put, of 
their findings. And after that the reader can make his own way, 

according to whatever bee he has in his own bonnet, amid the 
detailed evidence on which the book's findings are based. 

The purpose of the study was to present the experience of a 
thousand-odd Glasgow boys from the time they left school (in 
January 1947) and were 14, up to roughly their 17th birthday- 
How did these boys develop and what factors influenced their 
behaviour and achievements? Would what their lives revealed turn 
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a spotlight on the kind of conditions for the welfare of adolescents 
which society should try to foster and those less helpful ones that 
it should challenge? 

The authors, aided by a large number of people concerned 
with one or other aspect of Glasgow boys' lives, made an intensive 
study of the youngsters. They contacted every boy at 6-monthly 
intervals throughout the three years. And they accumulated, at 

the end of the survey, a battery of information about homes, school 
records, health, jobs and of course leisure though the latter is, for 
once, rather subordinated to the boys' work. They seem to have 
had a remarkably good reception and only 19 of the 1,349 boys 
Were ranked as unco-operative and had to be written off. 

The sample is certainly a sizeable one for such a detailed 

study. But several points must be held in mind. In the first place 
the boys, born about 1933, were the babies of a society just getting 
?ver the worst of the depression; they were the school-children of 
the war: and they were the offspring of Glasgow (with all its 

housing trouble) homes. Moreover the "above and below average" 
boys were not included in the sample as it was confined to those 
who left school at 14. Approved School, Grammar School, Special 
School boys and their like are not in the sample. 

Nothing particularly startling arose from the study and nothing 
much of which the professional educationalist or social worker could 
not say "we knew that already." But pedestrian though most of the 
findings may be, they suggest fairly forcibly some of the danger 
spots in the current set-up as well as lines on which existing work 
seems to be proving satisfactory. The survey showed that at 17 for 

example, 50% of the boys were on their way to a skilled trade or 
Profession : that the employment level of the boys had upgraded 
?n that of their fathers : that the boys normally chose their jobs 
because of its supposed interest and not primarily for the wage 
offered : or, less cheerfully, that as many as one in five boys were 
^different to their job during their three first years of "work." The 
wage position was interesting. At 17, a third were being paid from 
41/- to 50/- a week and the modal wage of boys in training for 
skilled work was one 10s. class lower than that of all boys." 

Two interesting lines of enquiry were health and housing. 
There was a persistent correlation between physical stature and the 
Quality of the boys' life. The small, under-sized boy gets the poor 
Job. He joins clubs less. He goes more often to the cinema, 
^ne could write in the complete picture. Patterns of life seem to 

change very slowly even in the present bustling age. The boy 
'r?m the new slum-clearance housing estate on which he has lived 
^ost of his life, is below the level on most counts of the boy from 
*he new but non slum-clearance area. 
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One could continue endlessly. The book is always fruitful 
whether one is nagging after small details or looking at the larger 
canvas. And on the whole the impression it leaves is hopeful both 
by reason of the positive improvements that have been made in the 
lives of adolescent boys and for the fact that, as the study 
demonstrates, society is trying to see that the improvement con- 
tinues. P.J. 


